Newsletter for Friday, October 29, 2021

Parshas Chaya Sarah

Dates to Remember
● Sunday, October 31- Elementary Curriculum Night #2 in school at 7:00 pm. All
elementary and kindergarten parents are welcome!
● Sunday, October 31 - Parents Night #2 in school at 8:00 pm.
● Monday, November 22- Parent/Teacher Conferences #1 over Zoom- more details
to follow!
● Tuesday, November 30- Scholarship Tax Credit raffle! See below for more details.

●

●
●
●

Announcements
Thank you to Rabbi Soroka and the Agudah for advocating on behalf of our school,
helping us apply for EANS funding (Covid-19 relief) and be a part of the KiwiKids
program.
We are looking for volunteers to join our Invest in Kids fundraising committee. Let us
know if you can help!
Mazel tov to Eli Kustiner and Eliyahu Rosenbaum on their upsherins!
Happy birthday to Rosie Katz, and Tehillah Augenlicht. Mazal Tov!
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Primary (Lilac, Daisy) Newsletter
Dear Parents,
Now that the holidays are over, we are excited to delve into learning about the weekly
Parsha. Each week we have interactive group lessons where we learn the story with the aid of
puppets, pictures, and props. Many of these items are available on the shelf after the lesson, for the
children to review the story and discuss it in more detail. The children also enjoy coloring pictures
about the Parsha, learning songs, and practicing the Parsha questions.
Last week in honor of the theme of the week- Hachnosas Orchim (welcoming guests) and
Bikkur Cholim (caring for the sick), we made a class phone book! The children had the
opportunity to draw a self portrait, and even helped make pictures of the children who were absent
that day. This week we learned about Challah, and received a practical life lesson in how to braid.
This month we started having weekly music class on Fridays with Morah Ruth Wait. The
children are really enjoying this special time, and it is a fun way to end off the week! Morah Ruth
will be sharing monthly updates with us about what she has been working on with the children.
The children are continuing to get to know their classmates, and develop friendships with
them. The new friends are learning how to do conflict resolution, by taking turns sharing how they
feel, and then checking if the other person is ok. This practice is done with a teacher's guidance at
first, but the goal is that eventually they can do it on their own!
We look forward to next week and all of the things we will learn. Have a good shabbos!
Morahs Julie, Frieda, Naomi, Hadasah.
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Parsha Questions – Parshas Chayei Sara
1.

What is the name of this week’s parsha? (Chayei Sarah)

2.
What were the three miracles that happened while Sarah was alive? (1. The cloud was
over Sarah’s tent, 2. Challah stayed fresh, 3. The Shabbos candles stayed lit).
3.

What happened when Sarah passed away? (The miracles stopped).
(Bonus: How many years did Sarah live? 127)

4.
Where did Avraham want to put Sarah after she passed away? (Maaras haMachpela/ the
cave that Adam and Chava were buried in)
5.
free)

When Avraham first asked Efron for the cave, what did he say? (You can have it for

6.

Why didn't Avraham want it for free? (Then later he might take it back)

7.

Efron said it will cost 400… what? (coins)

8.

Where did Avraham send Eliezer? (to find a wife for Yitzchok)

9.

What did Eliezer take with him? (10 camels, and jewelry)

10. Who did Eliezer meet at the well? (Rivkah)
11. What did Rivkah do that made Eliezer know she was the girl he was looking for? (she was
kind. She gave him water and then gave water to his 10 camels).
12. Did Rivka want to marry Yitzchak? (Yes)
13. What did Eliezer give her? (The jewelry/presents)
14. What happened to the tent when Rivkah came back to marry Yitzchak? (the cloud came
back, the challah was fresh and the Shabbos candles stayed lit)
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Elementary
It has been a while since we had a newsletter and a lot has happened in our elementary
classroom. We have been working on becoming a more cohesive group and the children are
progressing beautifully in becoming a community of caring friends. This year we have
implemented a new davening initiative… In addition to learning how to daven and sing the song,
we are learning the meanings of the prayers and discussing them in our tefillah lessons. The
children have tefilah binders which double as their siddur and their tefilla notebook. All the
prayers are located in their binder inside sheet protectors. During our lessons we translate the
prayers and discuss their meaning. The children make notes/pictures that will remind them of the
meaning to help them have more kavana during davening.
The Montessori philosophy focuses on cosmic education. This means that all things are
interconnected and all parts of the curriculum work together. We have been working on research
and science a lot and have been incorporating our language use and grammar into what we do. We
have learned about the different parts of a plant and started our focus on each part. We investigated
roots and learned about parts of the root. The children made keen observations about the roots and
their functions and did imaginative and creative follow up work to show what they had learned
from the lessons. We brought the big planter that was in our play yard into the classroom and are
excited to grow plants in it, allowing us to view what happens underground through the windows
on either side of the planter. In addition to this, some friends were discussing where soil comes
from and we are preparing the possibility of composting in our classroom.
We are putting a stronger emphasis on modern Hebrew this year and the children have been
working to expand their vocabulary. The children have created milim rings with words they are
working to remember. They practice these words each day and we work to use the words when
speaking in the classroom. We are reading Telam series Hebrew books which help children
practice their kriya as well as expanding their use of both grammar and vocabulary.
Our students' social/emotional well being has always been a top priority and this year we
have taken it up a notch. We have created new ways for children in our classroom to take small
breaks during the day. We have a puzzle that the class is working on together, set on a table for
whomever needs a couple of minutes of calm activity. We have a “zen board” that allows for
painting using water. We have a rainstick for soothing sound and a balance beam, chalk wall and
dry erase circles in the hallway for those who might need to use them. We are implementing
“positive discipline” tools and are doing weekly class meetings to discuss and solve problems that
arise throughout the week. The children think about the issue at hand and work to find positive
solutions that will impact our community in a constructive way. During the week children are
invited to write down any questions or concerns they have with regards to our group and
classroom. We then pick them out and answer the dilemmas one by one. We have a class meeting
notebook where we record the problems and solutions that we discuss.
I could go on and on writing about all the joy and excitement in our classroom, since I enjoy
thinking about these things and sharing them with our families. There is always more to share and
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if you want to know more or ask questions we are happy to respond. If you want to have an
experience similar to that of being in the classroom, please join us for our curriculum night.
We look forward to next week and all the wonderful learning opportunities it will bring…
Have a wonderful Shabbos and a restful weekend!
Good Shabbos,
Morah Daniella and Morah Mushky

Friends work on science experiments having to do with
different states of matter as well as on the force of
gravity after reading information about the sun, earth
and gravitational pull.
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Some friends wanted to research cars this week.
In this picture Levi works on his write up for his
research.

Elana works in her
journal.

Rikki and Abby work on their
multiplication math facts.
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Yisrael Mayer working on his follow up for the Sentence
Analysis lesson that was given this week. This work discusses
subject verb agreement.

Abby, Rikki, Sari, Yisrael Mayer, Jonah
and other friends learning about the parts
of a root.
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Scholarship Tax Credit Exclusive Raffle Opportunity
Now that the holidays are over and we are well into the new school year, we’d like to remind you
about our exciting exclusive SCDS parent STC raffle initiative. On November 30, we will be
raffling off two round trip tickets for our parents to fly anywhere in the continental USA.
Beginning this year, SCDS is eligible to participate in the Illinois Invest in Kids-STC program.
This means that donors can donate to SCDS through Big Shoulders Fund or Empower Illinois and
receive a 75% Illinois state tax credit, while eligible families can receive much needed tuition
assistance for school this year. For example, if you donate $1000, the full $1000 goes towards
funding scholarships, and you get a tax credit of $750, which means that your donation only costs
you $250. To date, we have raised $37,230 and WE NEED YOUR HELP to raise another $60,338.
We have 8 children still waiting for our help! The deadline to donate towards scholarships for the
2021 school year is December 31! NEW! Empower Illinois and Big Shoulders Fund BOTH accept
donations via credit card.
If you haven't donated yet, we encourage you to do so. If you can reach out to your family, friends,
and business acquaintances to help donate it would be immensely appreciated. If someone has an
Illinois tax liability (as most families do), this program is a wonderful way to help the school. We
are also looking for volunteers to join our Invest in Kids fundraising committee. Let us know if
you can help!
Here's how the raffle works:
For every $1000 that you personally donate you will receive 1 raffle ticket. For every donation of
$1000 that you solicit and ends up being donated you will earn another raffle ticket. 1 raffle ticket
for every $1000 donated. For example, if you donate $1000 and bring in $4000 you will earn a
combined, 5 raffle tickets. Parents who have already donated will automatically be entered into the
raffle. Please submit our online raffle form to help us track your donation and donations solicited
on your behalf. SCDS RAFFLE FORM
Additional Raffle Rules:
● Raffle open until November 29th!
● Only one family can claim a solicited donor's donation, and in the case of discrepancy,
we will ask each donor who they were solicited by.
● Winners will receive two round trip mileage tickets in coach, which can be used to travel
anywhere in the Continental USA.
● Tickets will be issued using standard non-peak mileage and once ticketed cannot be
refunded. Winners have up to June 30th, 2022, to claim the airline tickets.
● Winner can transfer tickets to anyone they select.
Thank you for your continued support of Jewish Montessori education for our children!
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