Newsletter for Friday, November 12, 2021

Parshas Vayeitzei

Dates to Remember
● Monday, November 22- Parent/Teacher Conferences #1 over Zoom
● Wednesday, November 24- early dismissal (Friday schedule)
● Thursday-Friday, November 25-26- Thanksgiving Break, NO SCHOOL
● Tuesday, November 30- Scholarship Tax Credit Raffle!
● Sunday, December 4- SCDS Chanukah Celebration! Details to follow
● Sunday, December 12, 7:00 PM- OPEN HOUSE for potential families. Referral
incentive: $75 give/get credit

Announcements
● All parents should have received an invitation to sign up for virtual parent/teacher
conferences from SignUpGenius. If you did not receive this email, please let Shaina
know.
● We are looking for mason jars, and clean empty glass jars with lids. Thank you!
● Did you know that you can support SCDS while shopping on Amazon? Just go to
smile.amazon.com to link your account to SCDS, and Amazon will make a donation to
the school for everything you purchase! Please note: our full school name is Dr. Chaim
Cember Shaarei Chinuch Day School.
● Don’t forget to INVEST IN OUR KIDS… and get 75% of your donation back as a tax
credit! Please see us for more information.

Give/Get Opportunities
● Chanukah committee
● STC committee
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Elementary Class
We are excited to welcome Morah Geula Deray to our classroom. She will be working as
our morning assistant. Morah Alayna will be our afternoon assistant. It has been a busy couple of
weeks. We have been diligently adding to our davening and working and the children are
progressing nicely. In parsha and chumash the children are learning to practice reading the
pesukim, figure out what parts of speech the words they are learning are and decoding the pesukim
with their word, prefix and suffix knowledge. We continue to learn to speak and understand
Hebrew throughout our day, adding new vocabulary words into our regular lexicon. An exciting
new work was found on the shelf this week, the “sviva muktenet” (miniature environment). The
children got to work on vocabulary and grammar building in Hebrew with this work and had a lot
of fun.
We continued our exploration of geometry by learning about triangles and their properties.
We learned about different triangles by the lengths of their sides as well as the size of the angles.
We went on a walking trip to discover different triangles in our environment. The children got into
the activity and found a lot of triangles everywhere. The most common triangle they found were
isosceles triangles. In math some of the children got a lesson on golden bead division. This is such
a concrete way of learning what is happening in a complex division problem. The children will be
learning division with multiple digit divisors next. That is a cool and tricky thing to learn. Other
friends learned to do golden bead subtraction. Some friends even got to do math word problems
using cool and expensive cars. This helped the friends that have interest in cars join in on the math
fun.
The children worked on their spelling this week. Most of the children are doing spelling at
this point. The children receive their spelling words at the beginning of the week and have
activities they do throughout the week to prepare for their spelling test. This is a source of
excitement for many of our friends because they get to “grade” their spelling test themselves.
Fred came back to school today which was a real thrill. We were all happy to have her in
the classroom and we got to have her move around on the rug while we were at line.
We have now made a class constitution that everyone signed. We created a document that
spells out what will happen if friends do not follow the rules. We discussed what the children
thought should happen and then wrote it down and signed our agreement. Both are now hanging in
our classroom for all to view and review.
We look forward to next week and all the interesting things we will learn.
Good Shabbos and a peaceful weekend!
Morah Daniella, Morah Mushky and Morah Geula
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Primary- Daisy/Lilac
Dear Parents,
We are continuing to learn all about fall in our classrooms. In our science area some friends
are learning about the parts of a leaf, and making their own booklets to take home. We got to take a
little walking trip around the block, and collected different types of leaves. The children then used
the leaves in our art area, to create leaf rubbings and leaf collages. Speaking of collages, there has
been great interest in art recently. The children are using the various art supplies available to them
to create their own masterpieces, or work with friends to create something together!
In pre-language, the children are enjoying leaf picture matching. Now that many children
have been introduced to matching both pictures and objects, we are introducing more complex
activities such as this one, which requires the children to pay close attention to the different shapes
and colors of the leaves in order to correctly match them. We also introduced other pre-language
activities, such as puzzles, pattern work, go-togethers, opposites, and small/medium/large. The
children are also getting really good at recognizing their name, and their classmates’ names! Their
cubby, snack bin, and floor table are some of the things that have their name label. At this point the
children can be completely independent in finding their things, because they can either locate it
themselves, or find an older classmate to help them!
It’s already Kislev, which means Chanukah is around the corner! Yay! Our Chanukah
learning began with giving; we joined a school-wide initiative to make Chanukah cards for Jewish
American soldiers! We also began a Chanukah countdown, and are learning more about it each
day. We began with learning about the differences between the menorah in the Beis Hamikdash,
and the menorah that we light on Chanukah.
In Practical Life, we are working on taking off and putting on our coat, changing our shoes,
hanging up our coat and backpack on the hook, and putting our shoes in the cubby. We are also
working on carrying a floor table in a safe manner, and walking around a friend’s work rug. Our
newer friends are building the habit of putting each activity away before moving on to the next
one. We talk about wanting to make sure that our classroom is beautiful, and that we make the
work ready for the next person who wants to use it.
Of course we are continuing to learn the fascinating Parsha stories. As the children grow
they can understand more of what is taught, and sometimes they even remember from year to year!
Kindergarten Enrichment:
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We begin our Kindergarten enrichment with a daily read-aloud. The children have been
hearing a few pages each day from “The Boxcar Children,” and are participating in discussions
about the characters, what we think will happen next, and how we feel about it.
Our kindergarten friends are learning to write their daily work plans independently. Each
morning they need to write the date, check boxes, and a picture or word to represent each of the
works that they plan to do. The children then check off the boxes as they complete their work, and
we all get very excited when a child completes their entire plan!
We are also beginning to work on handwriting! Children who have mastered all of their
letters and are showing readiness have received their own handwriting book. We first use specially
designed chalkboards to practice each stroke, with lessons and guidance from the teachers. Then
we move to practicing the same strokes or letters in the handwriting book.
Wishing you and your families a wonderful Shabbos! Morahs Julie, Naomi, Frieda, Hadasah
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