Dates to Remember
● Sunday, December 26- Parents Night #3- Note the new date!
● Friday, December 31, 2021- Last day to donate to the Scholarship Tax Credit
program (through Empower Illinois), and get a tax credit for this fiscal year!
● Wednesday, January 12, 6:30 PM- STC applications (for the 22-23 school year)
open through Empower Illinois
● Thursday, January 13, 8:00 AM- STC applications (for the 22-23 school year) open
through Big Shoulders Fund
● Thursday, January 13- Sunday, January 23- Winter Break

Announcements
● Now that registration for the 2022-2023 school year is open, spots will fill up
quickly… make sure to reserve your spot now! Please visit the returning students
registration page on our website to reserve your child’s spot.
https://www.scdayschool.com/returning-students-registration.html
● Mazal tov Zalmy Kulek on reaching a siyum of the pesukim he was learning.
● Mazal tov Rikki Kulek for finishing the “Most Frequent Chumash Words” (MFCW)
boxes.

Thank you’s
● Thank you to all who referred friends and loved ones to our open house! It was a lot
of fun meeting many new people and talking about one of our favorite topics (SCDS).

Daisy Photos

Lilac Photos

Primary Newsletter
Dear Parents,
Now that Chanukah is over, we have changed out the works in many areas of the
classroom, including practical life, art, and pre-language. The Daisy children have been
particularly excited about a new painting work, and are learning how to clean each item on the
tray in order to get it ready for a friend. The Lilac children are excited about sweeping!
In the past few weeks there has been a strong interest in learning Alef Beis, in both
classrooms. The children are working hard to learn and master the letter sounds. We love seeing
the joy on their faces when they master a set of letters!
At line time we had a class conversation about the word “fair” and learned that fair means
that everyone has what they need. We also had a conversation about building our third Bais
Hamikdash and different ways we can add bricks to it. Some ways we came up with were
davening with our beautiful voices, and using kind words with friends. Everyday at morning line
time we sing our weatherman song and speak about the weather outside. The children are getting
better and better at recognizing what’s going on outside and articulating it with the group.
The kindergartners began adding a new work in their work plan called “the kindergarten
helper.” In the morning they choose one way to help the younger friends that day. For example:
helping friends with zipping their coat, opening their snacks, or reminding them of a classroom
rule. We are continuing to read The Boxcar Children at the beginning of kindergarten
enrichment. In chapter five we learned that long ago, messages were sent via telegraph. The
children were interested in learning about what a telegraph is. After some explanation, the
children were shocked to learn that cell phones, computers and tablets haven't always been
around!

Wishing you a good Shabbos! Morahs Naomi, Hadasah, Julie, Frieda

Parshas Vayechi Questions
1. What is the name of this week’s parsha? (Vayechi)
2. Who got old and sick in this parsha and knew he was soon going to pass away?
(Yaakov)
3. What did Yaakov decide he needed to do before he passed away? (give his
children blessings)
4. First he called on Ephraim and Menashe… whose children were they? (Yosef’s)
5. What did he do that was strange? (he switched his hands)
6. Why did he put his right hand on Ephraim and the left on menashe? (because
something special was going to happen with Efraim)
7. Where did Yaakov ask to be buried? (Eretz Cnaan/Maaras HaMachpela)
8. Who else passed away in this parsha? (Yosef)
9. What did Yosef ask his brothers before he passed away? (Please don’t leave me
here in Mitzrayim when you leave/ please take my body back to Eretz
Yisroel/Canaan)
10. What do we say at the end of this week’s parsha (Chazak Chazak ve Nischazek)
Song
Bereishis we start learning Torah,
How precious we hold our mesorah,
Bereishis,Noach, Lech Lecha
VaYera, Chayey Sarah
Sarah lived for one hundred twenty seven years!
Toldos, VaYetze
VaYishlach,VaYeshev
MiKeitz, VaYigash, VaYechi.

Elementary Class News
These past couple of weeks have flown by as usual. The children have been diligently
working on both Judaic and Secular subjects. In davening we continue to add parts of the
Shemoneh Esrei as well as parts of the Shema. The children are taking pride and ownership of
their relationship with Hashem!
Friends have learned about group division, which is similar to the Decurion (a.k.a.
Distributive division), but has a fundamental difference in how we approach the problem. In
decurian division we take an amount and distribute it among a given number of subjects (we call
them “friends”). In group division we have a set amount of objects (let us say cookies) and we
want to distribute them in a given way (ex. 2 cookies per person) thus trying to figure out how
many friends we can give the correct amount of cookies. This is a slight change in the thought
process and is an important distinction needed to help children understand the process of long
division (both decurian and group division are used in that process). This also helps promote
flexibility of thought in math, which will serve the children well in future math learning and use.
In language friends have been working on book reports, spelling activities, creative
writing and word study. Some have found ways of doing word study activities, such as
alphabetizing and categorizing in other areas of their curriculum and life activities as followup to
our word study boxes.
In Chumash our students are learning and working on their prefixes and suffixes,
translating pesukim, and understanding and reading Rashi. The children have learned misparim
and yamim including masculine and feminine uses. We continue our learning of spoken Hebrew
as well…we talk about the weather, use words throughout the day, explain directions (we use

some hand gestures as well) and generally add Hebrew wherever and whenever possible. Some
of the children are able to speak in sentences at this point, which is very exciting!
We look forward to next week and all the interesting and exciting things we are going to
learn. We hope everyone has a wonderful weekend and a restful Shabbos!
Shabbat Shalom,
Morah Daniella, Morah Mushky and Morah Geula

Student Corner:
Zalmy’s Doughnut review
Our friend Zalmy decided to do a poll of what each person’s favorite doughnut is. He
polled everyone in the elementary classroom as well as friends from the Daisy and Lilac
classrooms. He found that 11 friends preferred chocolate, 6 friends preferred clustered, 3 liked
caramel and 4 preferred other types. When asked to comment on his investigative experience he
said: “Some of the kids in the preschool just didn’t know what kind of doughnut they like.”

I love Shaarei Chinuch - by Rikki Kulek
When I open the door I feel that I can learn so much. The gates of education! Shaarei
Chinuch isn’t just a school, its a place where children love to learn and learn to love. It’s a place
where everyone has teamwork, and everyone are friends.

Elementary Photos

Jonah and Zalmy taking the collected to the food bank depository.
Rikki helping Sari with her book report

Levi working on his blue series blends

Menachem and Yehudah working on Parsha

Yisrael Mayer happily working on handwriting

Yehudah showing his finished followup for Asara b'Teves

Elementary Parshas Vayechi Questions
1. Who got very old in this parsha and knew he was soon going to die?
2. The midrash tells us that Yaakov was the first person to do what before he passed away?
3. What did Yaakov decide he needed to do?
4. First he called on Ephraim and Menashe… who’s children were they?
5. What did he do that was strange?
6. Why did he put his right hand on Ephraim and the left on menashe?
7. Who was going to come from Ephraim’s shevet?
8. What was Yehoshua going to do?
9. What was the bracha that Yaakov gave Reuven?
10. What was the bracha he gave to Shimon and Levi?
11. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Yehuda?
12. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Dan?
13. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Naftali?
14. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Gad?
15. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Asher?
16. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Issachar?
17. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Zevulun?
18. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Yosef?
19. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Binyomin?
20. Where was Yaakov buried?
21. What 2 reasons does the midrash say that Yaakov gave for not being buried in Mitzrayim?
22. What did Yosef let his brothers know?
23. What did Yosef ask his brothers before he passed away?
24. What do we say at the end of this week’s parsha?

Elementary Parshas Vayechi answer key
1. Who got very old in this parsha and knew he was soon going to die? (Yaakov)
2. Midrash tells us Yaakov was the first person to do what before he passed away? (Get sick)
3. What did Yaakov decide he needed to do? (give his children blessings)
4. First he called on Ephraim and Menashe… who’s children were they? (Yosef’s)
5. What did he do that was strange? (he switched his hands)
6. Why did he put his right hand on Ephraim and the left on menashe? (because Efraim was going to be the
more important of the two)
7. Who was going to come from Ephraim’s shevet? (Yehoshua)
8. What was Yehoshua going to do? (Lead the Jews into Eretz Yisrael)
9. What was the bracha that Yaakov gave Reuven? (think before you act)
10. What was the bracha he gave to Shimon and Levi? (their land will be in different places)
11. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Yehuda? (kings and leaders would come from him)
12. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Dan? (A strong man to protect the Jews)
13. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Naftali? (Beautiful fruit will grow in your land)
14. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Gad? (strong soldiers would come from him)
15. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Asher? (lots of olives to make oil)
16. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Issachar? (they will learn Torah day and night)
17. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Zevulun? (buy and sell on the sea)
18. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Yosef? (he would have lots of children)
19. What was the bracha Yaakov gave to Binyomin? (will fight the enemies like a wolf)
20. Where was Yaakov buried? (Maaras HaMachpela/the cave of the Machpela)
21. What 2 reasons does the midrash say that Yaakov gave for not being buried in Mitzrayim? (1) there was
going to be a plague with lice and he did not want lice to fill his body, 2) He did not want the Egyptians
to bow to his body, since they knew he was a holy man)
22. What did Yosef let his brothers know? (That he forgives them)
23. What did Yosef ask his brothers before he passed away? (Please don’t leave me here in Mitzrayim when
you leave/ please take my body back to Eretz Yisroel/Canaan)
24. What do we say at the end of this week’s parsha? (Chazak Chazak ve Nischazek)

