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1/2/26 Parshas Vayechi

e Morah Avigail and friends of Shaarei Chinuch for coordinating
and purchasing a set of books for the school.

¢ Elly Kutoff, for joining the Shaarei Chinuch board as our newest
member!

Pessy spells the word “cat”
before school starts,
and gets excited when a real
cat pops up!




Dear Families,

I love when we get to the pointin the year
when the atmosphere in the classroom is such
that the students are asking the teachers for
lessons, instead of the other way around. When
the teachers ring the clean up bell and a child
says, “but | wanted to do my Alef Bais with
you!” | can’t help but smile, because once we
have gotten to the point of the students having
that motivation and excitement, | know it is
uphill from here.

The Talmud teaches us, “A person should
learn Torah only from a place that the heart
desires.” Young children embody this concept
naturally. They are born with curiosity and an
inner drive to understand the world. Our
responsibility as parents and educators is to
fuel what already exists, and to be careful not
to extinguish it. This requires a delicate balance
between encouraging children to learn new
things and push themselves out of their
comfort zone, while not pushing them too hard
that they then resent learning or feel that they
are not capable. That exact balance will look
different for each child, hence the need for
constant observation, reflection, and a space
where each child can learn at their own pace!

By offering children choice, honoring their
interests, and allowing them to move at the
pace that is perfect for them, we give children a
sense of autonomy and ownership of their
learning. By also providing clear and consistent
expectations and guidelines, the children get to
stretch their learning muscles each day, and
feel proud while doing so! To quote a student
this week who said to her friend who had just
mastered all her Alef Bais, “you should be so
proud of yourself!”

Our goal is that our students will grow to
love all areas of learning, and that this love for
learning lasts a lifetime!

Dear Families,

Can you believe it is already January??? Crazy how
quickly time flies! At the heart of our school is a simple
but powerful belief: a love of learning is the key to
chinuch (education) and to a meaningful life.

In the everchanging world in which we live, facts and
skills will evolve, but the ability to wonder, question,
explore, and grow will always matter. When children
love learning, they don’t study because they are told
to but rather they learn because they are curious,
engaged, and motivated from within. That inner drive
is what sustains them far beyond our classroom.

This philosophy is deeply rooted in both Montessori
education and Jewish values. In the Montessori
classroom, children are given the time, space, and
trust to discover knowledge for themselves. They
choose meaningful work, follow their interests, and
experience the joy of mastering new challenges.
Learning becomes something they own, not
something that is done to them.

Yidishkite teaches us the same lesson! We are a
people who ask questions, debate ideas, and return to
our texts again and again throughout our lives. Torah is
not something we “finish”; it is something we continue
to engage with, year after year. This lifelong
relationship with learning begins in childhood, when
children learn that asking questions is encouraged and
that growth is something to celebrate.

When children develop a love of learning, they also
develop:

e Confidence in their own abilities

e Perseverance when work is challenging

¢ A sense of responsibility for their growth

e Joy in discovery rather than fear of mistakes
Our goal is not only to teach reading, math, Hebrew,
or science, though those are essential. Our deeper
goal is to nurture children who are curious thinkers,
thoughtful problem-solvers, and lifelong learners who
approach the world with enthusiasm and purpose.

Thank you for partnering with us in this vital task.
Together, we are giving our children a gift that will
serve them not just in school, but throughout their
lives.

Wishing you a peaceful Shabbos and enjoyable and
warm weekend,




Weekly Parsha Questions!

Primary Parsha Questions:

1. What is the name of this week’s parsha? (Vayechi)

2. Who got old and sick in this parsha and knew he was soon going to pass
away? (Yaakov)

3. What did Yaakov decide he needed to do before he passed away? (give
his children blessings)

4. First he called on Ephraim and Menashe.. whose children were they?
(Yosef’s)

5. What did he do that was strange? (he switched his hands)

6. Why did he put his right hand on Ephraim and the left on menashe?
(because something special was going to happen with Efraim)

7. Where did Yaakov ask to be buried? (Eretz Cnaan/Maaras HaMachpela)
8. Who else passed away in this parsha? (Yosef)

9. What did Yosef ask his brothers before he passed away? (Please don’t
leave me here in Mitzrayim when you leave/ please take my body back to
Eretz Yisroel/Canaan)

10. What do we say at the end of this week’s parsha (Chazak Chazak ve
Nischazek)

Elementary Parsha Questions:

1.How many years did Yaakov Avinu live?
2.Who was the first person to become sick before they died?
3.Which shevet was compared to a lion?
4.And why?
5.Which shevet is the donkey?
6.And why?
7.Why was Reuven compared to running water ?
8.Which two brothers were blessed together?
9.Why was Dan compared to a snake?

10.Which shevet would have an army?

11.Why was Asher compared to oil?




Pictures!




