
Dad’s day was a great success! Thank you to
everyone who was able to join, it means so much
to the children! If you missed it, you can reach
out to your child’s teachers and schedule another
time to come visit.
Calling for submissions! We are starting a new
section in the newsletter where parents can
submit photos or anecdotes demonstrating a way
that their child has brought their school learning/
lessons into their home life. We hear these stories
from you all the time, and we would love to share
them out! We will be sending out a google form to
use for submissions. 
We are planning to roll out the SMART Kids
program this month, and are looking for
sponsors! SMART Kids is a curriculum that
teaches children about safety, healthy
boundaries, and other important abuse
prevention tools Please reach out if you would
like to help sponsor this important program!

December 30 (Tuesday)
Asara B’Teves - Early

Dissmissal 

 January 1 (Thursday)
No School - New Years

January 19 (Monday)
Rosh Chodesh Shevat

January 23 – February 1
Winter Break - No School

December 26. 2025 

All the Chanukah party volunteers who helped make our celebration
happen: Samantha Lavenda for providing donuts, Olivia Amram for bringing
in the vegetable trays, Rivkah Hershkovich and Esther Malka Ovadia for
bringing in the paper goods, the Erlich family for lending their beanbag toss
game, the Minkowicz family for lending their ladder toss game, Miriam Arlin
for arranging the background music, Miriam Arlin and Natasha Goldberg and
Samantha Lavenda (+ Lavenda extended family) for helping with set up, and
everyone who helped with clean up!
Kelvin Bruno for bringing in coffee for Dad’s Day.
The CMC for inviting Lilac and Daisy classes to sing Chanukah songs for the
seniors.
Bella Lev for helping with food prep for the snack program.
Tirtza Posner for her generous donation to the school.
The Walder Foundation, David and Chaya Tova Hartman, Efraim and Dina
Braunstein, and the Crain Maling Foundation, for generous donations to the
school.
Mr. Kado for coming in on his holiday to make sure we are protected.

 

Parshas Vayigash 



Class Updates!

LILAC DAISY
Dear Families,

     This week we had special guests come visit
our classroom: our dads! Students loved
showing their fathers and family members
works in the classroom, and the dad’s
questionnaire they filled out. Many fathers
got a kick out of the answers, like “my Dad is I
can’t remember how many years old.” Also,
students and fathers took photos in our photo
booth with signs such as “I love my Daddy”
and “Totally Awesome Tatty.” It was wonderful
for family members to come and see our
Jewish Montessori classroom in action. 

     In Parsha Vayigash, Yosef learns that his
father Yaakov is still alive and later Yaakov
leaves his beloved Eretz Yisroel to come to
Eretz Mitzrayim to be with his family. 

     On Monday, we were guests and got to visit
the seniors at the Chicago Mitzvah Campaign!
Students really enjoyed singing their
Chanukkah songs for the bubbies. After they
sang, they gave out handmade cards to each
one of the ladies there. It was beautiful to
watch their intergenerational conversations,
and seeing both the children and seniors light
up.

     Students are progressing nicely
academically and many kindergarten students
and some four-year old students have had
their Alef Bais siyum or are almost ready for
one! 

     Lastly, we loved having our families come
for our Chanukkah celebration last week! We
hope that you had a great Chanukkah and a
nice break. Thank you very much for the gifts-
we really appreciate it. 

Have a great Shabbos,
Morah Sasha, Morah Jane, Morah Michal

Dear Daisy room Families,
   We had a very special week together in our
classroom.  We concluded Chanukkah with
reflection, gratitude, and age-appropriate
conversations about acts of kindness, family
traditions, and celebrating together as a
community.
     The children enjoyed practical-life
activities connected to celebration — setting
tables, arranging flowers, and helping
prepare our classroom. Their sense of
independence was clear, and we saw so much
pride in their faces as they completed work
on their own.
      One of the highlights of our week was
singing for CMC community members. The
children practiced grace and courtesy,
sharing smiles and eye contact, and sand
songs with confidence and warmth. We
reflected together on how our presence can
bring joy to others. Many children expressed
feeling “happy” and “kind inside” after
singing,
   We also loved welcoming families to join
our performance and celebration last week
and in Dad’s day this week. Thank you to
everyone who could attend. The children took
great pride in sharing their school with the
people they love most. For many of them,
this was a wonderful opportunity to show you
how capable they are.
     Across the classroom this week, we
observed countless moments of
concentration and achievement. Children
were seen working hard with Practical Life
materials, Sensorial materials like the Pink
Tower and color tablets, Sandpaper letters
and language games, and Math materials such
as number rods and counting work. We saw
the pride in the children’s faces when they
completed a challenging task or repeated a
work until they mastered it. These moments
of confidence are at the heart of Montessori
education. 
Have a Good shabbos! Morah Joanie, Morah
Olamide and Morah Talia



Class Updates!

ELEMENTARY GIRLS

ELEMENTARY BOYS

MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS

The week of Chanukah was filled with learning and fun educational activities, including
word finds, crossword puzzles and making Chanukah related bookmarks. Our Chanukah
play was a huge success and well received. We are so proud of each student’s role, and
the confidence they displayed! All areas of Limudei kodesh are progressing well , with

more boys now mastering kriah box 10 and beginning MFCWs. Those boys who have
mastered the MFCWs still continue to review them in order to build up their vocabulary.

~Rabbi M. & Mr. Oscar

    The girls had a great time in school
learning about Chanukah and preparing for
the Chanukah party. The girls took on more
responsibilities than ever before. They
researched Chanukah crafts and their
prices, searched for yard games to set up
during the party, and were on hand to help
the parent committee set up for the event.

    In addition, the girls stepped up to take
on a role in the Elementary Girls play when
another person was needed and took center
stage to perform Chanukah songs on a violin
for the school community. In addition, the
girls are progressing beautifully in
Chumash, nearly finishing the Parsha
Mikeitz inside with Rashi commentary and
midrashim. To help the girls become
independent learners, we have begun to
focus more on Rashi reading to cement the
foundation of reading Rashi script and
learning the pshat of the psukim. 

     The girls have also begun working with
Morah Nelly from the Elementary Girls
classroom on spoken Hebrew. They are
enjoying this immersive experience in
addition to taking violin, art, and gym
classes with dedicated Morahs. We are
looking forward to another wonderful
stretch of learning and growing.
~Morah Rina

Dear Parents,
    We are grateful to have wrapped up a very
exciting Chanukah celebration last week! It was so
nice to see our girls work hard on memorizing their
lines for the play and we hope that you enjoyed
watching the play as much as we enjoyed preparing
it. 
     This week our girls worked very hard on learning
about davening. Morah Nelly created a beautiful
classroom work to help teach our girls the meaning
of the morning davening. We are going to be
working hard over the coming weeks to help our
girls become more confident and inspired during
davening. 
    This week we learned about Parshas Vayigash
where Yoseph reveals his identity to his brothers,
they reconcile, Yacov's family moves to Egypt, and
Yoseph's administration of Egypt during the famine
culminates in a new chapter for the Jewish people. 
     All of our girls have been working hard on their
English language skills. One of our girls graduated
from reading Bob books while others have started
working on reading comprehension. In
mathematics, some of our girls are working on
adding larger numbers with golden beads while a
few of our older girls are working on more abstract
math concepts like fractions and decimals without
the use of golden beads which is very exciting! 
     Most of our girls now have a Children’s Chumash
that corresponds to their grade level where they
are learning new shorashim and answering
questions about the various parshas. The girls are
enjoying looking at the beautiful and detailed
photos that are in the Chumashes and have asked
really engaging questions about the things that
they are reading. 
     We can’t wait to share what the girls learn next
week! Good Shabbos. -Morah Shira & Morah Nelly 



Weekly Parsha Questions - Vayigash

 

Primary

1. What is the name of this week’s parsha? (Vayigash)
2. What was found in Binyomin’s bags last parsha? (Yosef ’s cup)
3. What did Yosef say he was going to do about it? (keep Binyomin as a slave)
4. What did Yehuda say about that? (He begged Yosef to keep him instead and said his father would
be so upset since he already lost Yosef).
6. When Yosef heard this, what did he tell everyone else in the room? (he told them to leave) 
7. Once Yosef was alone with his brothers, what did he tell them? (That he was their brother Yosef!)
8. When the brothers went back to get Yaakov, who told Yaakov the news about Yosef being alive?
(Serach)
9. How did she tell him? (she sang and played music)
10. How did Yaakov feel? (very happy)
11. When Yaakov finally saw Yosef what did they do? (hug)
12. What land did Yosef give to his family to live? (Goshen)
13. What did the brothers make sure they had in their new land? (a Yeshiva to learn Torah)

Elementary

1. Who framed Binyomin? Who told him to do it? (Menashe) (Yosef)

2. How did they frame Binyomin? (Menashe hid Yosef’s special cup in Binyamin’s bag and later

accused him of stealing it)

3. Why did they frame him? (because Yosef wanted to see how the brothers would react. He wanted

to see if they loved Binyamin)

4. What did Yehuda say when Yosef was going to keep Binyomin as a slave? (He threatened him and

then begged him to keep him as a prisoner instead)

5. When Yosef heard this what did he tell the Mitzrim in the room? (he told them to leave)

6. Once Yosef was alone with his brothers, what did he do? (he told them he was their brother,

Yosef and asked if his father was still alive.)

7. Just a little before this the brothers talked about their father and how he would react if anything

happened to Binyamin...why then did Yosef ask if his father was still alive? (According to the

source we found, the reason Yosef asked this question even though they had already said he was

alive is because he wanted to make sure they had not been lying to try and save Binyamin)

8. When the brothers went back to get Yaakov, who told Yaakov the news about Yosef being alive?

Serach

9. How did she tell him? She played the harp and sang it to him.

10.How did Yaakov feel? Did he believe her? (He was happy, but did not fully believe it)

11. When did Yaakov finally really believe that Yosef really is alive? (when he saw all the gifts and

food that the brothers brought back)

12. How many people went to Mitzrayim? 70 (actually 69 and the 70th was born on the way)

13. Who was the 70th person that was born on the way? (Yocheved)

14. Who will Yocheved’s children be? (Moshe, Aharon and Miriam)

15. Why did Yaakov send Yehuda ahead of the group to Mitzrayim? (To set up a Beis Midrash for them

to learn Torah)

16. When Yaakov finally saw Yosef, what did they do? Hugged and Yosef cried while Yaakov said

Shema)

17. What land did Yosef give to his family to live? (Goshen)



Pictures!


