Parshas Mikeitz

Newsletter for Friday, December 3, 2021

Dates to Remember
● Sunday, December 5- SCDS Chanukah Celebration! 10:00 AM-12:00 PM, details
and parade route below.
● Sunday, December 12, 7:00 PM- OPEN HOUSE for potential families. Referral
incentive: $75 give/get credit

Announcements
● Registration for the 2022-2023 school year is now open! Please visit the returning
students registration page on our website to reserve your child’s spot!
https://www.scdayschool.com/returning-students-registration.html
● Mazel Tov to Shammai Ford and the entire Ford family on the birth of a new baby girl!
● Thank you to the Rosenbaum family for donating glass jars for our classrooms
● Thank you to the Chanukah committee volunteers, Leah Kustiner, Eylse Baylis, and
Bracha Minkowicz, for all of their hard work in preparing for our Chanukah event.
● Our elementary students are hosting a food drive! Please bring in any non-perishable
items by Monday. Thank you to everyone who has donated so far!
● Thank you Morah Shaina for all of your hard work, we will miss you!

Important Reminders
● All students must bring a mask every day. We have a limited supply in school that is
only to be used in extenuating circumstances.
● Students should not bring toys to school. Please encourage your child to leave their toys
at home or in the car. If they do bring a toy in, it will be set aside until the end of the
day. You can remind them that leaving them at home is the best way to make sure their
toys stay safe!

Give/Get Opportunities
● Would you like to help sponsor the SCDS Chanukah party? Let us know!
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Daisy Class
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Lilac Class
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Elementary
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PARADE ROUTE

From SCDS, head West on
Touhy towards Kedzie.
Turn North on Kedzie until
Jerome. Turn East on
Jerome until California.
Turn North on California
and stay on California as it
turns into Dodge. Turn
into 1924 Dempster (on
the left). *Police will be
present.
*Please use the car marker
and poster that was sent
home, to decorate your car
for the Chanukah parade!
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Elementary
Can you believe it is already Channukah??? So much has happened in the past few
weeks!!! In the morning we added talking about the weather in Hebrew along with both the
Hebrew and Gregorian calendars. The children’s receptive language is expanding by leaps and
bounds and they are able to understand whole sentences with the help of context clues. Their
active language is slowly expanding as well as they become more confident with the meaning and
pronunciation of words. We added a copy of Birkat Hamazon (Benching) to our sidurim as well as
the “Al HaNissim” and Kapitel Chaf of Tehillim for those who need a refuah shlema.
Prior to parent teacher conferences we worked on reading assessments and most of our
friends were excited to see that they scored above grade level. All the children are progressing
beautifully in their language skills and are extremely happy with what they are accomplishing. For
thanksgiving we learned about how we as Jews thank Hashem every day with prayer and that it is
important to have an attitude of gratitude. We also learned about the history of Thanksgiving. We
learned about the Wampanoag Tribe of Native Americans that met the English separatists who
came to America in pursuit of religious freedom. We learned about the myths, stereotypes and
misconceptions when it comes to the original “holiday.” We learned a Native American legend,
called “The Legend of the 3 Sister” telling of the symbiotic relationship between corn, beans and
squash, which were staples in the Native American diet at the time. Friends got to see, touch, smell
and explore the 3 types of food. They made observations about these foods and even got to make
cornmeal using a mortar and pestle. Some worked on a timeline, while others made posters and
write ups about the three sisters.
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Chanukah works and exploration started a few weeks ago. The children learned the story
and the halachos while enriching their Hebrew vocabulary and grammar skills. Friends thought of
inventive and fun follow up work for the lessons they learned. Many of the other lessons taught in
the classroom were connected to Channukah as well. A group learning “group division” pretended
that the items being divided were doughnuts or cookies. We learned about probability and bar
graphs using dreidels.
We learned about the art of Eric Carle with Mrs. Aliza Rosenbaum. We got to see his work
and learn about his process. We made Channukah art using this method. This was a 2 session
process and the children (and Morahs) loved it. We are hoping to continue this enrichment in the
future and learn about other interesting artists.
Friends came back to school this week with excitement about gifts they received and things
they are doing for the holiday. We reminded everyone that it is important to bear in mind that not
all people get gifts on channukah and that some people might not have enough to get gifts every
day. We discussed the importance of checking with our friends to see if gifts are something that is
done in their family before jumping in to an excited and animated discussion about the cool stuff
we got and want to get. One of our friends made her own word search for the holiday and gave it
out for everyone to complete. We had tea and a story one afternoon and went on a walking trip to
Northshore Bakery to get sufganiyot (Doughnuts). We worked on decorating posters for our cars
that we will show off during the Channukah parade on Sunday.
Our food drive is a success! We got so much food and all that is left to do is take it to the
drop off location. 2 friends have this job and will be going with Morah Mushky to drop the items
off. We thank everyone for getting the word out and for donating items.
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We look forward to next week and the fun and interesting learning it will bring. Have a wonderful
Shabbos and a great last few nights of Channukah!!!
Morah Daniella, Morah Mushky and Morah Geula
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Primary- Daisy/ Lilac
Dear Parents,
It’s been a busy and exciting few weeks! We have been learning two different stories
simultaneously- the Parsha, and the Chanukah story. For the Parsha, we use puppets and pictures to
help the children engage in the story and its characters. For the Chanukah story, we use books, a
felt board, and hands-on props, and the children also got to act out some parts of the story
themselves! For Thanksgiving, we also learned about giving thanks to each other, and to Hashem,
for all the wonderful gifts in our life. We discussed that on Chanukah, we give thanks every day
for the miracles He did for us! The children were very excited to create their own Chanukah
menorah, using their pouring skills to fill each vial with colored sand. As a special project, each
friend decorated a poster for their car to have during the Shaarei Chinuch Chanukah parade!
We are continuing to sing the chanuka songs that we learned. The children especially love
the latke song! This week we lit our classroom menorah each day and said the brachos together.
We incorporated chanuka games into the classroom, including Chanukah tic tac toe, chanuka
matching, puzzles, and dominoes. The children received lessons in how to play, and enjoyed
playing together with friends. We also introduced a dreidel graphing game, in which the children
learned how to place little pictures on a graph, choosing their location based on their color and
design. These games help hone the childrens’ skills of taking turns, working together, and
handling frustration if things don’t go their way.
During recess, our friends are getting better and better at noticing what is going on outside
in the world around them. Last week at recess we saw an x in the sky that was created by two
planes that had crossed at some point. The children were curious about it, and began asking

Parshas Mikeitz

Newsletter for Friday, December 3, 2021

questions. Morah Julie did some research, and explained to the children that the lines an airplane
creates is a result of the exhaust coming from the hot engines. This causes water vapor in the air
which turns to ice crystals that we can see from the ground. We learned how this process happens
and a little about the letter x. During recess this week we have also been playing fun Chanukah
music, and having dance parties!
At morning circle time, we continue to learn new parts of davening. We have also
introduced a weather song, and each day we discuss the weather outside. During circle time we
also do community building activities, such as asking each friend they would take with them on a
trip, or what their favorite food or color is. More and more friends are progressing in their learning
of Aleph Bais and ABC's. They are very eager to learn, and should be so proud of their hard work!

Music Class With Morah Ruth
This month, Morah Ruth has brought a variety of percussion instruments to the classroom.
Morah Ruth discussed with the children what makes a percussion instrument (it has to be hit in
some way to make a noise). They looked at a djembe, bells, boomwhackers, a snare drum &
cymbals and discussed how each instrument works. They also talked about pitch (high and low
tones) using the boomwhackers. Ask your children if they can tell you the difference between high
and low! They also started to take a look at wind instruments (anything that needs air to pass
through it to make noise.) Now the children will begin to learn more about how music works,
starting with tempo (fast or slow). It's been a lot of fun for the children and Morah Ruth alike!

Primary Songs
Chanukah oh Chanukah
Chanukah oh Chanukah come light the menorah, let’s have a party, we’ll all dance the horah,
Gather round the table, we’ll give you a treat, dreidels to play with and latkes to eat.
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And while we are playing the candles are burning low,
One for each night they shed a sweet light to remind us of days long ago,
One for each night they shed a sweet light to remind us of days long ago.
I have a little dreidel
I have a little dreidel so I can fool the Greeks,
I’m really learning Torah, I play dreidel when they peek.
Oh dreidel dreidel dreidel, I made it out of clay,
And when it’s dry and ready, oh dreidel I shall play.
Five little latkes
5 little latkes sizzling in a pan, one jumped out and said “catch me if you can,”
And he jumped, and he ran all around the kitchen floor,
and when I turned around… he ran right out the door… oh no!
4 little latkes sizzling in a pan…

Chanukah Questions
1. What was Hashem’s house called? (the Beis Hamikdash)
2. Who worked in the Beis Hamikdash? (kohanim, leviim, kohein gadol)
3. What did the Greeks do to the Beis Hamikdash? (brought pigs, idols, and garbage inside,
made it yucky)
4. What was the name of the mean king? (Antiochus)
5. What new rules did Antiochus make? (No keeping Shabbos, no Rosh Chodesh, no bris
milah, no learning Torah.)
6. How did the Jewish kids learn Torah anyways? (they hid in caves, and when the Greeks
came they pretended they were just playing dreidel.)
7. What was the Jewish army called? (the Macabees)
8. Was the Macabee army big or small? (small)
9. Was the Greek army big or small? (big)
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10. Who helped the Macabees fight? (Hashem)
11. When the Jews came back to the Beis Hamikdash, what did they do? (clean up)
12. How much pure oil did they find? (one jug, enough for one day)
13. How many days does it take to make new oil? (8)
14. How long did the Menorah burn for? (8 days)
15. What Yom Tov did they make to celebrate the special miracles? (Chanukah)

