Parshas Ki Sisa

Newsletter for Friday, February 18, 2022

Dates To Remember
● Monday, February 21- President’s Day, No School (Associated Talmud Torah Professional
Development Day)
● Monday, February 28- No School, Jewish Montessori Conference.

Announcements
● We hope everyone is enjoying the “Brachos Out Loud” program! We have noticed that children in
school have been more aware of saying their brachos and answering amen to others!
● We are revamping our school board! Stay tuned for updates on board composition, vision, and plans
for the growth of SCDS.

Thank you’s
● Thank you to the Natan family for washing the school’s towels.
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Parshas Ki Sisa Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

What was the name of this week’s parsha? (Ki Sisa)
Who did Hashem want to count? (The Jewish people)
What did everyone have to bring, to be counted? (A coin/ half shekel)
What was the Kiyor (sink) in the Mishkan used for? (washing the kohanim’s hands and feet)
Where was Moshe? (up on top of Har Sinai)
What was he doing there? (learning the whole Torah from Hashem)
How long was he supposed to be there? (40 days and 40 nights)
Why did Bnai Yisrael get scared and want to do Avoda Zara? (they thought Moshe was not coming
back)
9. Why did they think Moshe was not coming back? (because they counted the days wrong)
10. What did they gather? (gold)
11. What did they do with the gold? (they melted it and made a golden cow)
12. What did Moshe see when he started coming down from Har Sinai? (He saw the Jews davening to the
golden cow)
13. How do you think he felt when he saw this? (disappointed, sad)
14. What did Moshe do with the Luchos? (He threw them on the ground, and they broke to pieces).
15. Was Hashem happy about what the Jews were doing? (no)
16. What did Moshe ask Hashem? (to please forgive the Jews)
17. When Moshe went back up to meet with Hashem, what did he take up with him? (new Luchos)
18. What did everyone notice about Moshe’s face when he came back down from Har Sinai? (his face was
shining)

Primary Classrooms Newsletter
Dear Parents,
We continue to practice being a good friend to everyone, and discuss ways and opportunities to do
so. We also have been discussing rule #2, "No hurting, take care," and how that includes not just hurting
someone's body, but also hurting someone's feelings. Making sure our classroom is a place where hurting in
any way is not allowed, helps the environment feel comfortable and safe for everyone!
At circle time we did a group activity to demonstrate this concept in a concrete way. We introduced
our new "friend" Avigial (who was made out of paper), and said hello to her. Then we went around the
circle and had each child say something mean/hurtful to Avigail. The children watched as every time
someone said something not nice, Avigial got crumpled. Soon she was all crumpled into a little ball! We
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then went around the circle again and each of us said something nice about Avigial. With each compliment
she slowly got uncrumpled. But then we discovered that when we tried to make the paper really straight
again, we couldn’t make it look the way it was when we first met her! The children expressed that she was
still torn, crumpled, and bumpy! Then we spoke about what that might feel like; sad, mad, nervous,
uncomfortable, yucky, maybe she doesn’t want to be part of the group. We spoke about how we can be
good friends and do our best to prevent those feelings from happening to someone. The children really
responded well and came up with some great ideas of how to take care of each other, such as talk nicely,
find ways to help, return things that don't belong to us, and smile at people. Avigial is now hanging in our
classroom and the children enjoy going over to her and giving her compliments and love. We even heard
friends reminding other friends that we should only say nice things like we did to Avigial!
This month we changed out the materials on our pre-language shelves. A standard material in the
Montessori classroom is "nomenclature cards," otherwise known as "3-part cards." The first set of cards
each have a picture with a title/name below it, the second set of cards has just the pictures, and the the third
set has just the titles/names. Children learn the name for each picture, and then practice matching the
pictures and labels and reciting the names. Nomenclature cards are used to help expand the child's
vocabulary, and can be used with any theme or subject! For example, there are cards about types of
animals, art supplies, furniture, musical instruments, or articles of clothing. Before holidays we also put out
nomenclature cards that teach some important vocabulary for the upcoming holiday. While many materials
in a Montessori classroom are always there, and can be used in a multitude of ways and extensions
throughout a child's school experience, nomenclature cards get rotated in and out with the goal of
expanding vocabulary.
As the children's comfort level grows in the classroom, sometimes reminders are needed for ground
rules (ex. how to get Morah's attention). Upon observing this, we implement more grace and courtesy
lessons at community time. This can be done in different, engaging ways, such as acting out scenarios, or
inviting the children to act them out, to help ignite the children’s interest and enthusiasm. This week we
added a grace and courtesy lesson reminding friends how we carry a floor table, walk around a rug, observe
a lesson and get a Morah's attention (the rule is: we put our hand on their shoulder and wait quietly until
they are available). Let us know if you are observing or hearing about this at home!
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Music Enrichment
In Morah Ruth's Music Time, the children have learned more about how sound works. They discussed
more about instrument families (percussion, string, and wind) and how BIG instruments are usually LOW
pitched, and *little* instruments are usually **high** pitched.
Morah Ruth brought in a percussion instrument called a rainstick and asked the children to guess how it
worked. They then got to see a model of what is inside, and did sound experiments with rice, beans, paperclips
and rocks and discussed why they sounded different when going in a tin or a tube or the model rainstick.
Morah Ruth also brought in a set of identical bottles with different levels of water inside. Using prior
knowledge of the relationship between instrument size and pitch, the children made a hypothesis (an educated
guess) as to which bottle would sound high or low... It was fun for them to see the results!
This week in music, Morah Ruth brought in pictures of over 20 instruments and the children listened to
what they sounded like, discussed which family they each belong to, and then listened to an orchestra playing
all together. The children were then encouraged to listen in and try to focus on individual instrument sounds.

Elementary Classroom Newsletter
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Weeks go by so quickly in our school…time does fly when you are having fun… and when we are
busy doing important work and growing our brains. Much discussion has taken place in our classroom
these past couple of weeks (and throughout the year) about the importance of challenging ourselves and
growing our brains. We have discussed the importance of learning new things and some character traits of
successful adults. We discussed the importance of being patient. In our discussion we speculated on what it
would be like if an adult was not patient while in traffic or in line at the bank. We try to impress upon the
children the importance of looking toward the future, as well as understanding that choices we make now
impact who we will be when we grow up. Some of the work done in the elementary classroom can feel
tedious to the children, who would rather jump ahead to more exciting subjects of learning (which is
great… and we still need to learn the basics…) We are working to help them understand that we are not
doing these things because we need to keep busy, but rather that there is a goal, which is the reason we need
to work on these concepts EVEN when we do not really feel like it. One of my favorite quotes from Dr.
Montessori’s states: “It is the child who makes the man, and no man exists who was not made by the
child he once was.” I get the chills every time I think of this quote. It is such a true statement and
monumental concept.
Since our last newsletter the mask policy has changed to being optional. As you can imagine, this
caused some confusion among our students. Some children were happy, while others were worried and
upset. Some of the concerns that the children felt had to do with the prospect of their loved ones or them
getting sick because masks were not being worn. This was most difficult on the first day, and becomes less
of an issue as the days go on. With all this change, a beautiful thing happened in our classroom!!! The
children who no longer have to wear masks began putting masks on when they want to work with the
children who must remain masked. They recognize their friends' worry and opt to put the mask on their
face in order to be closer to them. The empathy and understanding in this choice gives us much nachas.
This was never suggested by a teacher or any other adult. This was solely decided by the individual
children. The children also had a discussion about wearing a mask when someone does not feel 100%.
They decided that if someone is feeling a little under the weather he/she should wear a mask in order to
protect others from feeling the same. This too is a beautiful, and socially aware conclusion. It is truly
beautiful to watch the community in our classroom continue to grow and evolve.
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We learned a new halacha about davening. Morah Geula brought up the issue of repeating words
during davening and we looked into it and found that it was especially important not to repeat words during
Shmoneh Esrei and Shema. We have now changed some tunes we were singing during davening to ensure
we are following this halacha. The children are paying attention and let us know if they hear repetition.
We had the pleasure of having another art class with Mrs. Rosenbaum last Friday. As in the previous
art class, we started out by learning about a famous artist and his/her method of art. This time we learned
about Claude Monet. We heard a story about him and then created art in his style of dots and dashes. The
art we created is Purim related and the children will be bringing it home right before Purim. These art
classes are enjoyable for everyone involved! Thank you again Mrs. Rosenbaum!!!
The children continue to learn and progress in every aspect of the classroom. They are working
more peacefully and with added attention and independence. We had an instructor from MMTTC (Midwest
Montessori Teacher Training Center) come and observe this past week and in her notes on our class she
stated the following: “There is a heavy emphasis on grace and courtesy, fostering independence, and social
responsibility. Children easily sought to make good of negative situations. A child accidentally knocked
into the stamp game material on a child’s rug, and he immediately got down and put the scattered pieces
back.” We are so excited to see the beautiful midos our students are cultivating!
We look forward to next week and all the wonderful learning opportunities that we will both create
and will come our way. We hope everyone has a wonderful weekend and a peaceful Shabbos!
Good Shabbos,
Morah Daniella, Morah Mushky and Morah Geula
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Elementary Class pictures
This is how our elementary students choose to use their indoor recess :)
Elana cutting magazine pictures to
create an art work.

Sari, Yisrael Mayer and Mordechai play
a fun and educational game together.

Levi and Yehuda work together while Abby creates a
picture for Morah Daniella and Menachem
researches topics in science.

Zalmy and Jonah continue their research on cars
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Fun and Focussed Academics
Mordechai practicing reading. Sari grading her own spelling test. Abby & Daniel discuss spelling.

Zalmy practicing Chumash. Sari doing her multiplication work. Levi reading with Morah Geula.

