Parshas Terumah

Newsletter for Friday, February 4, 2022

Dates To Remember
● Monday, February 21- President’s Day, No School (Associated Talmud Torah Professional
Development Day)
● Monday, February 28- No School, Jewish Montessori Conference

Announcements
● Happy birthday to Morah Mushky. Mazal Tov!
● Happy birthday to Racheli Soroka. Mazal Tov!
● Please see the attached flier about the “Brachos Out Loud” program. It starts this week!
● Join the Kehillah Fund in supporting Jewish education! Kehillah Shabbos Across Chicago:
Parshas Terumah, 4th of Adar. Shuls citywide will highlight the Kehillah Fund’s work
supporting our school as well as 10 other day schools in the community. To learn more or to
make a donation to support our community, contact Robin Loeb at 224.251.7631 or visit
kehillahfund.org/donate.

Thank you’s
● Thank you to Russel Katz, and our awesome staff members, for shoveling the snow in front of
the school.
● Thank you to Shira Cheplowitz, for picking up our bakery order.
● Thank you to Natasha Goldberg for washing the school’s towels.
● Thank you to Natan Hakimi for picking up some items for the school office.
● Thank you to the Kulek family for donating a coffee maker for the staff lounge.

Primary Newsletter
Dear Parents,
We are excited to have introduced painting in both classrooms. In order to set up the children for
success and independence, we wait to introduce painting after they have learned how to work with water,
clean up after themselves, and follow multi-step complex directions. They have really been enjoying the
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open-ended painting opportunities, and also enjoy taking care of the work and making sure it’s clean and
beautiful for the next friend to use. We love seeing the pride in their eyes and smile on their faces when
they come over to show us the sparkling clean paintbrush or tray that they washed so carefully.
After catching up on the Parsha that we missed over break and learning about our precious gift of
the Torah, we delved right into Parshas Mishpatim, and the many mitzvos it taught us! With a lull in
holidays, we are taking this opportunity to learn more about the many Mitzvos we can do, the amazing
body that Hashem gave us, and how we can use different body parts to do different mitzvos. In a Jewish
Montessori classroom we don’t separate secular learning and Torah learning- we want the children to
understand how it is all connected. Science helps us learn about the incredible world that Hashem
created, and the Torah teaches us how to use the world for doing Mitzvos and accomplishing amazing
things!
In this week’s Parsha, we learned that Hashem asked the Jewish people to build a Mishkan- a
special house for Him. In the Daisy class we introduced class jobs this week: Each friend has a
designated job in the classroom to keep it beautiful and nice. We learned that our classroom jobs are like
the jobs the Kohanim had in the Mishkan, to help take care of it.
Both classes did a science experiment this week. In the Daisy class, we wanted to find out if
snow is clean. We took two mason jars. One had clear drinking water and one had snow from the
backyard. We went around and had each friend guess whether the snow will be clean or dirty when it
melts. Throughout the day everyone observed the jars with a magnifying glass. When it was fully melted,
we passed the mason jars around and noticed lots of dirt in the “snow” water. We learned that snow is
tricky because it looks fresh and clean since it’s white, but it can have lots of dirt hiding inside.
In the Lilac class, we’ve been learning about color mixing. We
took two small cups of water, one was filled with yellow food coloring and
the other red. There was a folded paper towel connecting the cups. We
watched the colors wick up the paper towel. When the red and yellow
joined at the top, the color changed to orange. The children were very
fascinated to see the colors combine.
This week we worked together to design and illustrate our own snowman! At circle time we
asked each child what they would use to decorate our snowman. Some of the answers were a chocolate
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bar, flip flops, and even a sombrero! We had a fun time being creative while working together as a
group. We then made copies of the class snowman for the children to color.
Wishing you a warm and relaxing Shabbos. Morahs Frieda, Hadasah, Julie, & Naomi

Parshas Terumah Questions
1. What is the name of this week’s parsha? (Terumah)
2. What did Hashem want the Jews to build? (the Mishkan)
3. The Mishkan was whose House? (Hashem’s)
4. What did the Jews bring for the Mishkan? (presents/ gold/ silver/ jewelry/ precious stonesthese would all be correct answers)
5. Who worked in the Mishkan? (Kohanim/ Kohein Gadol)
6. What was the Aron made out of? (gold)
7. What was inside the Aron? (the luchos)
8. What was on top of the Aron? (golden statues of a boy and a girl)
9. What did they bake in the Mishkan? (bread)
10. What did they bring on the mizbeach? (karbanos)
11. Before coming into the Mishkan, what do you have to wash? (your hands and feet)
12. What was the shulchan? The special shelf for the challah/bread.
13. How many loaves of challah were on it? 12
14. What were they called ? Lechem hapanim
15. Who ate it? The kohanim
16. Today we do a special mitzvah when we make challah. What is it called ? Hafrashas challah
17. What do we do with the dough since we can’t give it to the Kohanim ? Burn it
18. What was the menorah made out of ? A solid block of gold
19. Who got to light it every day? Aharon, the Kohen Gadol
20. Where did the flames point to? The middle, and the middle flame pointed to the kodesh
hakodashim
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Fun in the snow!
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Ephraim and Yair match rhyming words. Yehuda stacks cylinders from tallest to shortest. Eli and
Ami learn about tens, hundreds, and thousands.

Menachem reads to the Daisy class. Shifra is proud of her painting. The birthday girls!

Learning to love and loving to learn!
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Elementary Newsletter
The children have been acclimating to their jobs and are taking ownership of their classroom
and activities. One of our jobs is chazan/chazanit. This friend instructs everyone to get their siddur
for the beginning of davening, leads the prayers, reminds friends how to stand and what way to face
during Shmoneh Esrei and reminds us to add Hallel on Rosh Chodesh. This friend also leads the
benching after lunch and reminds us to add the appropriate brachos on Rosh Chodesh. The children
are davening beautifully with very little help from the Morahs. It is exciting to see their independence
grow.
We have implemented a new system of work where the children need to complete their 3
“have to’s” first before doing the rest of their “supposed to’s” that are on their work plans. The 3
“have to’s” are kriya/chumash (depending on the level), language arts and math. We were finding
that some children were avoiding the more “tedious” works and skipping to the points of interest
such as science, geography, etc. We wanted to make sure our students are practicing their basic skills
along with growing their knowledge base. This system is helping them do that… The idea is for them
to get into the habit of doing this so that they will eventually do this independently, because they
know it is good for them. The children have found that it is getting easier for them to make sure and
finish their “have to’s” on a daily basis.
We had an interesting and informative first lesson on fractions. We learned about halves and
quarters. Some friends then continued on to learn about other fractions as well. They learned about
equivalent fractions and dividing the numerator and denominator by the same number since any
number that is the same on the top and bottom is equal to 1 (ex. 2/2 = 1 and 25/25 = 1…) Some of
our friends will start learning operations with fractions next week. Some friends have started golden
bead multiplication, while others have learned division with a 2 digit divisor. Friends have been
working together on math facts and learning the different “bingo” games in the curriculum to help
with their memorization. The children are enjoying math facts and are working toward being able to
answer the problems automatically.
In language, friends continue to progress in spelling. As of next week all of the children in our
class will be doing spelling work. It is so great to see that even those friends that were struggling
with their language skills are progressing beautifully and really getting the hang of things. Everyone
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is practicing their handwriting and working hard to become the best communicators they can be. We
have talked about the reason for writing and for language and understand that one does not have to
write perfectly, but rather needs to make sure he/she is able to communicate with others via written
language. This is not to say that they can slack on handwriting, rather it can allow those children who
avoid writing because they are stressed by their lack of perfection some relief from their anxiety and
a renewed excitement for the task.
The weather has been crazy and it has been very cold. The children enjoyed playing in the
snow as well as the days that we had indoor recess. In our class meeting we discussed a dilemma of
“who puts away the games at the end of indoor recess?!” There was a machlokes, since some friends
felt that it should be part of a job, while others felt every child should put their game away. We
finally came to the decision that everyone will clean up their game and then put it in a designated
spot for the person(s) whose job it is to put away the indoor recess games. Class meeting has proven
to be a wonderful way for the children to have a say in what is going on in the classroom. It helps
give them a sense of community and belonging and empowers them to speak their mind and raise
issues they want the group to work on.
We look forward to next week and all the wonderful and interesting things we will learn. We
wish everyone a wonderful Shabbos and an enjoyable weekend.
Stay warm! Good Shabbos,
Morah Daniella, Morah Mushky and Morah Geula
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Group lesson on fractions

Rikki shares fraction followup / Abby & Zalmy teach parsha / Levi & Yehudah share research
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