
Newsletter for Friday, March 19, 2021 Parshas Vayikra

Dates to Remember

● Thursday, March 25- Monday, April 5- Pesach Break- No school

● Tuesday, April 6- School resumes- In person, besides for families who traveled.

● Sunday, April 11- Parents Night, 8:00 PM

Announcements
● We are still looking for someone to install soap dispensers in all the bathrooms (they may need

to be drilled into the wall). Please let us know if you can help!

● Our school is fully set up with Empower Illinois, and Big Shoulders Fund! Families and

friends can now make donations to the SCDS scholarship fund through Empower

Illinois or Big Shoulders Fund, and be eligible for a 75% tax credit. Families that meet

income eligibility may also begin to apply for scholarships. Remember: the success of this

program depends on how much funds can be raised for it! Please consider donating, even

a small amount, and asking your friends and family to donate as well. This is like a

quadruple matching campaign- matched by the government! If you donate $100, it is

essentially a $25 donation from you (since you will get $75 returned) and a $75 donation

from the government. Those funds go directly towards full or partial scholarships for low

income families, which benefits both them and the school. Let’s take advantage of this

incredible opportunity.

Thank you to…
● Ariel Cambell and Tal Adar, for putting together office chairs.

● Shira Cheplowitz, for toveling cups for a Pesach craft.

● Sarah Mirviss, for shopping for the school.

● Zitlali Esquivel, for bringing fresh flowers for flower arranging.
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Primary Classrooms- Lilac/ Daisy
Dear Parents,

This month the main focus in the classrooms has been learning about and preparing for

Pesach. Each day at circle time, the children participate in an interactive Pesach lesson, which is

then followed up with a work on the shelf that the children can use to practice what they have

learned.

We began with learning what Chametz is, how something becomes Chametz, and what the

difference is between Chametz and Matzah. The children really enjoyed our science experiment

where we observed what happens when we mix yeast and sugar water, and how the rising of the

yeast caused the balloon above it to fill with air! This led into learning which foods we can and

cannot eat on Pesach, as well as how Matzah is made. We then practiced cleaning for Pesach, and

were so excited to decorate and take home our very own cleaning brushes!

We talked about Bedikas Chametz- searching for Chametz the night before Pesach, and then

Serifas Chametz- burning it. Each of the children took a magnifying glass and searched our own

classroom for both real and fake chametz foods, so they should be pro’s when the time comes to

search their houses!

This year, we tried something new: instead of doing a model seder right before pesach, each

step of the seder was fully experienced as we learned about it. Do you remember the gustatory

lessons we did in the fall, as we introduced the children to sweet, sour, salty, and bitter? We used

that same model to experience the seder foods. For example, when learning about Kadesh, the

children got to taste grape juice, and discussed that it was very sweet. We tasted Karpas- plain

celery, and then tasted it again dipped in salt water, and compared the two. We realized that

Matzah (we used egg matzah) is dry, crunchy, and hard, while marror (lettuce) is soft, wet, and

also a little crunchy. The children loved the charoses- and were able to guess what ingredients were

in it by paying close attention to the taste and smell of each bite.

In addition to the experiential learning, the Kindergarten children are also working very hard

on creating their own Hagadah’s. They are continuing to hone their Kesiva and handwriting skills,

as well as their kriyah skills, through this project. For each new page, the children try to read the

Hebrew name for that step, write the same word in Kesiva (hebrew cursive) letters, write the
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translation in English, and then illustrate the page. They are working so hard, and can’t wait to

share the finished product with you on Wednesday. If your Kindergarten child will not be in

school on Wednesday, please let us know, so we can try to have their Hagadah ready to take

home earlier.

As mentioned, Pesach learning is also happening in every area of the classroom. In the

pre-language area, we are sorting pesach pictures into “small” “medium” and “large” categories,

and completing pesach patterns. We are also sequencing the pesach story, and the process of

making matzah. In math, we are counting pesach items and matching them to the corresponding

number; for example, 3 Matzos, 4 questions, 6 seder foods, 10 plagues. In pre-writing, we are

punching out pesach pictures, and then coloring them. In art, we decorated pillowcases, and

kiddush cups. In culture, we are reviewing the makkos and matching miniature objects to each

picture, as well as sorting foods into chametz vs. non-chametz categories. In practical life, we

learned how to set up a seder plate.

This week we also had a visitor at our school: Firefighter/ Lieutenant Mike! Lieutenant Mike

came to supervise a fire drill, which we did great with, by the way. Then, he came to each class to

teach the children about fire safety, and firefighter equipment. Children had the opportunity to try

on his special coat and hat, and to see his oxygen mask. We practiced “stop, drop, and roll,” and

talked about ways to keep safe from fire.

In the daisy class, we said goodbye to our friend Batya Strauss, who moved to Israel, and then

welcomed (back) our friend Yosef Santos! The children did a beautiful job teaching him the

routines and reminding him of the rules.

Have a great Shabbos and an enjoyable weekend!
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Daisy/Lilac Photos
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Elementary
Dear Parents,

Pesach, Pesach and more Pesach...that is what we have been focussing on! We have been

working hard on our haggadahs...translating hebrew sentences and learning about the laws and

customs. We have enjoyed working on our Pesach projects...they are beautiful!!! Just you wait!!!

We came to a decision on what projects to make by having 2 friends walk around the classroom

and gather ideas from each friend. Once each friend gave their 2 ideas, we voted! Some friends

were disappointed that their idea did not get picked...but all are enjoying the projects and seem to

have gotten over the upset. It is important for us to learn that we do not always get our way and

that what the group decides is sometimes more important than what the individual wants. That is

not to say that being an individual is not an important and positive thing, but rather that there needs

to be a balance.

We have also learned about the “Echad Mi Yodeah” Song which the children all knew in

English, but most had never heard in Hebrew. The children are excitedly awaiting their Pesach

plans and vacations. If your child will not be in school on Wednesday, please let us know, so we

can try to have their haggadah and projects ready to take home earlier.

We continue to work on all the wonderful areas in our classroom. The children continue to

progress and excitedly push themselves to read more accurately and faster in both Hebrew and

English. Many children have been working diligently on their handwriting skills, practicing as

much as possible in both Hebrew and English.

We have been working on our relationships in our classroom, making sure that we do not skip

community building activities and utilizing the “peace rose” whenever needed. We have discussed

the difference between memorizing and being able to parrot information, and

learning/understanding information that we acquire. Our whole class agreed that it is much more

interesting to understand and internalize the learning.

We continue to grow and progress every day and are so happy to see the smiles on the

children’s faces, in person… in these covid times!

We look forward to next week and all the learning and Pesach prep it will bring ;-)

Wishing you a good Shabbos and a restful weekend,
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Morah Daniella and Morah Ninveh

Elementary Photos
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