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Dates to Remember

● March 25-April 5- Pesach Break- No school

● April 6- School resumes

Announcements
● Current give/get opportunities:

○Installing a playground plaque on our outdoor brick wall

○Installing soap dispensers in the bathrooms

○Assistance with marketing/ advertising

○Shopping for model seder

Mazal Tovs
● Mazal Tov to Morah Frieda, on her marriage to Aaron Joshua!!!

● Mazal Tov to Daniel Pomerantz, on his 8th birthday!

● Mazal Tov to the Nudell family, on the Bar Mitzvah of their son Tani!

● Mazal Tov to Tikva Sarah Arlin, on her 6th birthday!

Thank you to…
● Ariel Campbell, for putting together office furniture.

● All of the parents who participated in the recent Parents Night.

● The Goldberg family, for donating resource magazines to the elementary classroom.

● Elyse Baylis, for organizing Hamantashen treats for the children.
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Primary Classrooms- Daisy/ Lilac
Dear Parents,

The past few weeks have been filled with lots of changes for the children; we had winter

break, a week of school, quarantine (and a blizzard!), a week of school, and then Purim… but we

are pleased to see that through it all the children have adapted beautifully, and are continuing to

learn and grow at a steady pace. Every time we return to the classroom after being gone for a few

days, we are amazed at how seamlessly the children get right back into things. The children love

reminding us what the routine is, and making sure that we are sticking to it! They are becoming

pro’s at reciting and enforcing the rules, as well as resolving their own conflicts and coming up

with creative solutions to issues. When children start creating new works or rules for the

classroom, this is very exciting, because it means they have taken ownership of their learning

experience!

The children are continuing to develop their social skills, and create strong relationships with

their classmates. While this is always an important part of school, we know that this year

especially, the children’s social life outside of school is very limited, so this feels even more

significant. We have been practicing listening and taking turns in a conversation, learning how to

ask for space and how to give someone their space, and guiding children in developing new

friendships. Additionally, we are continuing to provide lots of opportunities for children to engage

in open ended play.

We are continuing to learn about the weekly Parsha, and upcoming holidays. This week we

have begun to practice the Mah Nishtana, and learn about the many different and interesting things

we do on Pesach. Both preschool classes had the opportunity to take a nature walk, and observe

changes in the weather and outdoor scenery. Each child got their own magnifying glass to use for

taking closer observations, and enjoyed exploring and discussing what was found.

The children are continuing to progress in all areas of the classroom. Some students have been

doing sensorial extensions, such as building elaborate structures using as many sensorial materials

as possible. Others have delved into science, and have been learning about the solar system,

different types of animals, and the phases of the moon. We are continuing to work on pre-language

and pre-math skills, such as counting, rhyming, patterning, and sorting.

Some children have been showing strong interest and readiness for language, and are rapidly
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moving through the language boxes. Many of our Kindergarten friends have mastered all of the

initial sounds, and have moved on to reading Bob books! All of the Kindergarten children have

mastered their alef beis and some nekudos, and are reading words at a steady pace. We have

introduced Kriyah bingo, which the children use as a fun way to practice letter/nekudah

combinations. They are also steadily working through their handwriting and kesivah workbooks,

and are so proud of their continued accomplishments.

Wishing you and your family a wonderful Shabbos.
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Parshas Ki Sisa Questions
1. What was the name of this week’s parsha? (Ki Sisa)
2. Who did Hashem want to count? (The Jewish people)
3. What did everyone have to bring, to be counted? (A coin/ half shekel)
4. What was the Kiyor (sink) in the Mishkan used for? (washing the kohanim’s hands and

feet)
5. Where was Moshe? (up on top of Har Sinai)
6. What was he doing there? (learning the whole Torah from Hashem)
7. How long was he supposed to be there? (40 days and 40 nights)
8. Why did Bnai Yisrael get scared and want to do Avoda Zara? (they thought Moshe was not

coming back)
9. Why did they think Moshe was not coming back? (because they counted the days wrong)
10. What did they gather? (gold)
11. What did they do with the gold? (they melted it and made a golden cow)
12. What did Moshe see when he started coming down from Har Sinai? (He saw the Jews

davening to the golden cow)
13. What did Moshe do with the Luchos? (He threw them on the ground, and they broke to

pieces).
14. Was Hashem happy about what the Jews were doing? (no)
15. What did Moshe do after that? (davened to Hashem to forgive the Jews)
16. Hashem went back up to meet with Hashem, what did he take up with him? (new Luchos)
17. What did everyone notice about Moshe’s face when he came down from Har Sinai? (his

face was shining)
18. What did Moshe put on his face? (a mask!)
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Elementary
Vacations, quarantine, colds, snow, Purim...our children have been through a whirlwind of

changes over the past month or so. It is amazing how resilient our students are. I would like to

send out a Hakaras HaTov to all the students at Shaarei Chinuch, their families and our staff for

being as strong and determined as you have all been to continue this year and forge ahead in spite

of all that has gone on.

Purim is behind us, the children worked so hard on their Megillah, with very little time to

focus on it in person. The amount of work it required of them should have taken a couple of

weeks, but due to the quarantine we only had a few days to get it done! But...THEY DID IT!!!

And we got to use our cool special wax seal!!! That was so exciting! I am not sure who was more

excited...they...or….I!!! We got to do Purim works on seesaw (the app/website that almost looks

like a Montessori rug) which was fun. The children were able to manipulate the work just like they

would in the classroom (almost).

The children were sad to see Morah Jessica leave our group, but have handled the change

remarkably well. This week friends resumed their work in all areas of the classroom. Children

were doing research, mastering reading skills, working on word study, practicing math facts,

honing their long division knowledge, practicing doing operations in the thousands with and

without exchanging and borrowing, and much much more!

In davening we have progressed so much!!! We started off the year with a very limited amount

of davening, and are now saying the section before Shema and the 3 paragraphs after as well as

almost the whole Shmoneh Esre. The children are able to lead davening while the Morahs are there

for support as opposed to the other way around! We continue to say Kapital Chaf for the refuah

shelema of friends and loved ones.

Our friends are progressing very nicely in their conversational Hebrew learning as well as in

their learning of translation of Chumash related words. We are working on Hebrew grammar as

well as on vocabulary. It is exciting to see how much more they understand than when we started

this journey.

Our friend Daniel had a birthday this week, and although we have not done his birthday

celebration yet, his classmates decided they wanted to write “happy birthday” and sing to him. It

was lovely to see the friendship and kindness in our classroom.
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Next week we will try bringing Fred back to our classroom. We hope she will be happy and

healthy and enjoy being around our friends again.

We have been discussing why we need school and learning in order to grow into successful,

self sufficient adults. We have introduced to the class the concept of each child is what makes the

man/woman. No adult appears on his/her own, rather they are who the child creates as he or she

grows and matures. This is an interesting concept that Dr. Montessori discusses in her books. The

concept brings so much perspective to the understanding of human beings. The first time I read

about this, my response was…“WOW! That is so true! I have never thought of it that way

before!!!”

We look forward to next week and all the fun and interesting learning opportunities it will

bring with it.


