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Dates To Remember
● Wednesday, April 13- Friday, April 22- Pesach Break, No school
● Monday, April 25- School resumes
● Monday, May 9- Parent/ Teacher Conferences

Announcements
● Give/Get opportunity: Looking for parent volunteers to help with transportation and chaperoning on
field trips for the elementary class.
● Join JCC Chicago and JUF Young Families for an afikomen scavenger hunt (with prizes!). Drop-in with
your family and friends and learn about the 10 plagues. FREE, no registration is required.Sun., April
10, 9:30amat 'Z' Frank Apachi Day Camp in Northbrook.
● Mazel tov to Aryeh on his 4th birthday!

Thank you
● Thank you to Aliza Rosenbaum for giving us another fun and interesting art lesson. We learned
about Mattise and his journey as an artist.
● Thank you to Aliza Rosenbaum for donating snacks for the art project shalach manos.
● Thank you to the Vistman family for donating items from the class wish list in honor of Aryeh’s
birthday.

Parshas Shmini

Newsletter for Friday, March 25, 2022

Primary Classrooms Newsletter
Dear Parents,
While many of us spent this past weekend recovering from Purim, our amazing teachers were hard at
work, transforming their classrooms from Purim to Pesach. The children came in on Monday and were
delighted to get their hands on the enticing materials that they found throughout the classroom; they
immediately began asking for lessons so they could try everything.
In Practical Life, the children are practicing to set up a seder plate, and learn the names of the seder
foods and of the three matzos. (This is in addition to some non-Pesach additions to our Practical Life area,
including new dressing frames, teeth brushing, nuts and bolts, and using different types of screwdrivers.) In
math, they are learning the important numbers for Pesach by counting out sets of Pesach pictures and matching
them to the correct numeral. For example, 2 seder dips, 3 matzos, 4 questions, etc. In pre language, we are
sequencing steps of the seder as well as steps for making matzah, patterning pesach pictures, playing matzah
memory, and doing pesach puzzles. In culture, we are reviewing the 10 makkos (plagues) through a work that
includes the Hebrew word for each plague, the number, a picture, and a small object. Children are drawn to
miniature objects at this age, and love this activity!
At the noon circle time, the children are singing pesach songs, and learning more about the holiday each
day. In the Lilac class, we began by discussing, “what is Chametz?” We introduced a fun “bedikas chametz”
work with which the children can practice searching for chametz in the classroom! We also talked about “What
is Matzah, and how is it made?” We learned how to set up a seder plate, and will be starting the seder steps next
week. In the Daisy class, we began with learning “What is a seder?” and have been learning and discussing each
step of the seder as we go. So far we have learned about kadesh, urchatz, karpas, yachatz, and magid.
When we speak of ‘environment’ we include the sum total of objects which a child can freely choose and
use as he pleases, that is to say, according to his needs and tendencies. A teacher simply assists him at the
beginning to get his bearings among so many different things and teaches him the precise use of them, that is to
say, she introduces him to the ordered and active life of the environment. But then she leaves him free in the
choice and execution of his work.” Dr. Maria Montessori
Last week during indoor recess, the Lilac teachers were dusting the shelves with wipes to prepare the
classroom for our new Pesach works. A few of the children asked why we were cleaning the shelves, and we
discussed the importance of having a beautiful classroom. The children were very eager to help and many of
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them put down their toys, grabbed a wipe, and began cleaning! In the Daisy class we observed a similar
phenomenon; one of the children accidentally dropped a math bead and it rolled under the shelf. Two children
worked together to move the shelf, and one of them exclaimed, “it’s dirty back here!” The other one
immediately responded, “Yeah! Let’s clean it!” and they both ran to get brooms. Within a few minutes children
were moving all the shelves in the classroom, and carefully sweeping out dirt that they found behind them.
This is one of many examples of the Prepared Environment. It is very heartwarming to watch children care so
deeply about where they learn.
Wishing you and your family a wonderful Shabbos!
Morahs Naomi, Julie, Hadasah, and Mushky
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Elementary Newsletter
And the whirlwind continues… No sooner has Purim ended and we are quickly on our way, racing to
leave Egypt. There is so much to do to get ready for Pesach! The children have started exploring the various
Pesach works now found on the shelves. Last week we had a few fun, low key days where the children were
not required to complete the usual “have to’s” that they are expected to accomplish every day. The children got
to complete crossword puzzles, word-finding puzzles, mazes and even coloring sheets, which are close to
unheard of in our elementary classroom. Great fun was had by all! This week we have jumped back into the
swing of things and are back to working diligently on our math, chumash, grammar, science, geometry, and
much much more. The children take their classroom seriously and continue to broach difficult and important
class topics such as what should happen if someone is not completing their work, as well as how to handle
conflict resolution and what should happen when we are not following a rule. It is inspiring to watch how the
children become serious in their thinking and work together to come up with solutions that will help make our
classroom a comfortable and productive place for everyone. Throughout the year the children have become
more aware of themselves and their part in the classroom and have become more proficient in problem solving
and working as a cohesive unit.
We learned about parts of a leaf this week and got to play a fun game to work on internalizing the
nomenclature as well as the purpose of each part. We discussed the possible importance of the different parts
and children equated parts of the leaf to parts of the human body. It is interesting to watch their deductive
process. We will soon be learning about the parts of the flower and then planning a field trip to the Botanical
Gardens (G-d willing). We would love to have a couple of parent volunteers to join our group and to help with
transportation. Another field trip that we have in the works is a trip to the public library. Ideally, we would be
going to the library on a weekly basis, but unfortunately logistically this has not been possible. If any parents
feel that they would be able to join us in going to the library on a regular/semi regular basis, please let us know
and we can try and make it happen.
Our students continue to progress in all areas of the classroom. We have a number of friends that have
started learning Chumash, since they finished all the Kriya boxes as well as friends that are well on their way
and starting to work on MFCW (Most Frequent Chumash Words). We look forward to next week and all the
interesting learning opportunities it will bring with it. We wish everyone a peaceful Shabbos and a fun weekend.
Good Shabbos,
Morah Daniella, Morah Mushky and Morah Geula
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Purim Magic Show Photos
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