Parshas Metzora

Newsletter for Friday, April 8, 2022

Dates To Remember
● Wednesday, April 13- Friday, April 22- Pesach Break, No school
● Monday, April 25- School resumes
● Monday, May 9- Parent/ Teacher Conferences

Welcome!
● Welcome to two new staff members who joined our team this week! Shira Makowsky enjoys working
with young children, is working towards a certificate in early childhood education at Oakton
Community College, and will be assisting Morah Julie in the preschool extended care program. Anna
Aurora has received training in Montessori education for Lower Elementary, has experience teaching in
various Montessori classrooms, and will be working as an assistant teacher in the elementary classroom.
Welcome to the Shaarei Chinuch family!

Announcements
● Give/Get opportunity: Looking for parent volunteers to help with transportation and chaperoning on
field trips for the elementary class. Please contact Morah Daniella for details.
● Give/Get opportunity: Are you going grocery shopping this weekend? Looking for a volunteer to pick
up the supplies we need for our model seder! Please contact Morah Mushky for details.
● Happy 5th birthday to Ephraim. Mazal Tov!
● Happy 6th birthday to Mordechai. Mazal Tov!
● Mazal tov to Morah Frieda and her husband Aaron on the birth of a baby boy, Itamar Noam! Please
contact Elyse Baylis if you want to participate in their meal train.

Thank you
● Thank you to Meir Hildeshaim and Chana Chava Ford, for toveling plates for our Pesach craft.
● Thank you to Aliza Rosenbaum and Anya Vistman, for volunteering for the Parent Engagement
Program sponsored by the JUF. Details to follow!
● Thank you to the Kehillah Fund, for your consistent support of Jewish Education in our community.
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Primary Classrooms Newsletter
Dear Parents,
In the past two weeks we have put a big emphasis on preparing the children for the exciting Pesach
holiday, and all that includes! We continued to learn each step of the Seder, and the reasons for many of the
interesting things we do. We learned about each of the foods on the seder plate, their Hebrew names, and what
they remind us of. We then got to create our own Seder plate! This involved tracing six circles, and then doing
our best to draw the foods that are in each section. We learned how to spell Pesach in Hebrew, and loved
decorating our own Pesach pillows to use at the Seder with images of kiddush cups, matzos, and our own
creative additions. We also decorated new pot holders for Pesach! We cleaned our classroom for Pesach with
dusters, scrubbers, brooms, and wipes, searched for Chametz, and reviewed the Pesach story. Next week we will
have a model seder, which will be an opportunity to review all of the things we learned, and prepare for the real
seder with our families!
The kindergarten children have been working really hard on creating their own hagadah, that
incorporates their Hebrew and English handwriting practice, as well as creative expression and art. For each
step of the seder, they have been writing the Hebrew title and the English explanation, and then decorating the
page accordingly. In preschool extended care, the children have repeatedly expressed that they LOVE to color,
and each day after nap time they enjoy coloring while chatting with their friends.
In addition to the extra things we are doing for Pesach, the children are continuing to learn and develop
in all areas of the classroom. Our younger friends are working on memory matching games, sequencing, and
patterning. Our older friends are continuing to progress in their Kriyah/reading skills. We have been
encouraging children to give each other lessons, and it is beautiful to see children step up and offer to teach their
friends.
Wishing you and your family a wonderful Shabbos! Morahs Mushky, Hadasah, Naomi, Julie, Shira

Music Enrichment Program
The current unit of music class has focused on listening skills. Listening is important in music, not only
because hearing sound is how we experience music, but also because listening is essential in learning and
performing. It's a collective experience that a group shares together in their own unique way.
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their performance and listening skills. On the rhythm sticks, the class reviewed how to hold, tap, scrape and roll
the sticks. Morah Ruth then asked the children to watch and listen while she tapped different patterns on the
sticks. Then the class would repeat. They did a great job of keeping their ears and eyes open!
The next session, the class learned the "Musical Alphabet" (do re mi fa so la ti do) and have since then
been practicing singing this scale together as a group. Everyone naturally listens to each other to make sure no
one sticks out!
The children also played and exercised their listening skills with the boomwhackers. Morah Ruth held a
boomwhacker in each hand and played a pattern on the ground. Each child got a turn to sit next to Morah and
repeat the same pattern. All the other children were great audience members by listening quietly while each
child got a turn to perform!
Lastly, the children this week used their eyes and ears while practicing dynamics (soft and loud in
musical terms.) They all sang Twinkle Twinkle, Little Star together. Morah Ruth then asked the children to sing
louder or softer depending on how high or low she held the Little Star. They then played a fun game of musical
"hot or cold" called Loud or Soft! Each child got a turn to either hide or find the Little Star, and the rest of the
class would sing Twinkle Twinkle soft or loud as the seeker walked around the room trying to find the Little
Star.
Test out your child's super listening skills sometime!

Primary Photos
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Elementary Newsletter
Can you believe that Pesach is only 1 week away????? AAAAAHHHHH!!!! This year has gone by so
quickly and the children have grown so much. As usual we daven every morning and have talked about our
relationship with Hashem quite a bit. We continue to discuss that we are each responsible for our own
relationship with G-d and that it is up to us to cultivate it. We have noticed that the more the Morahs pull back
from davening (are davening more quietly) the louder and more enthusiastic the children become. This is
something that is true in most aspects of teaching children. The more the adult in the room takes control, the
less the children feel the need to…the more the adult “lets go” the more the children take responsibility for their
own actions, learning, davening, etc.
The students are progressing beautifully in their Kriya. Some children are testing their friends in reading
the pesukim and translating, which is exciting for all involved. The class’s Hebrew vocabulary is growing by
leaps and bounds. Some are even venturing into the realm of active use of the vocabulary they have learned. It
is exciting to hear the children working to express themselves in Hebrew when just a few months ago many
were saying things like “I don’t understand what you just said…'' Our Hebrew word wall has grown as well
with words such as meunan (pronounced me-oo-non) which means cloudy and mashmaut (pronounced
ma-shma-oot) which is defined as meaning. Encourage your child to teach you some words…it will be great
practice for all.
We welcomed Morah Anna into our classroom this week. It is great to have another teacher in the
classroom, especially since we had to restructure a few weeks ago when Morah Frieda went on maternity leave.
She brings experience and a fresh set of eyes to our classroom. We look forward to all the fun and interesting
work we will do together.
In math many children have started working on division with 2 digit divisors. The children are very
proud when they get the problems correct. They work very hard to understand the concepts and move toward
abstraction. One of our friends is learning to do 2 digit division on paper only, as long division problems. This
move to abstraction is the goal, only after the children truly understand the concepts that the numbers represent.
In language children continue to progress, learning more grammar and working on their creative writing skills.
It is such fun to hear them share their creations with the class during community building line time.
With Pesach coming we have been learning about the different and interesting parts of the seder, names
of the holiday, story of Yetzias Mitzrayim and more. We have worked on a number of projects that the children
will be bringing home to share. We wish everyone a good Shabbos and restful weekend.
Shabbat Shalom to all!
Morah Daniella, Morah Mushky, Morah Geula and Morah Anna
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Pesach Songs
Seder song
Kadesh we take a sip of wine to our lips,
Urchatz we wash our hands for the Karpas which we dip.
Yachatz we now divide, and put half aside
For the Afikoman which we hide.
Maggid tells the story of how Hashem took the Jews out of Mitzrayim,
Wash our hands- Rachtzah demands,
For Motzi Matzah the Matzah which we eat.
Marror is bitter greens, Koreich sandwiched between,
Shulchan Oreich the holiday meal we do eat.
Tzafun is our dessert, Beirach we thank Hashem,
Hallel sing songs, and Nirtzah is the end!
Seder Plate Song
Zeroah is the neck for the Korban Pesach,
Beitzah is the egg for the Korban Chagigah.
Marror is so bitter it reminds us of hard work,
Charoses like the bricks that the Yidden used to build.
Karpas is a potato or an onion or celery too,
Chazeres is like the Marror, now we know what to do.
Then we take three matzos, Kohein Levi and Yisrael,
Put the Kaarah on the table for the Seder night.
Pesach Cleaning Song
You clean I clean we all clean for Pesach,
Cleaning for Pesach that’s the thing to do.
Your toys and books and closets and drawers,
Whatever you’ve got you’ve got to clean them all.
You sweep I sweep we all sweep for Pesach,
Sweeping for Pesach that’s the thing to do.
Floors and floors and floors and floors,
Every single room you’ve got to sweep them all.
Other Songs We’ve Been Singing
● Mah Nishuma
● Kadesh Urchatz
● Ten Makos
● Paraoh in Pajamas
● Dam is Blood
● L’Shana Habash B’Yerushalayim
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