Newsletter for Friday, May 28, 2021

Parshas Behaaloscha

Dates to Remember
● Monday, May 31- Memorial Day, NO SCHOOL
● Tuesday, June 1- Picture day!
● June 16- Kindergarten graduation, 11:00 AM. Each kindergarten child may bring
two adult guests.
● Save the date: 2021-22 school year begins on August 30!

Announcements
● Thank you to our first 3 donors to our Invest in Kids @ SCDS campaign. So far we have raised
$7,600.
●

Thank you to the 12 additional friends who have pledged donations so far.

●

Thank you to Miriam Arlin and Elyse Baylis for coordinating, printing, and framing last year’s
picture collage.
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Primary Classrooms - Lilac and Daisy
Dear Parents,
We had a learning-filled and fun-filled few weeks. The children have formed strong connections
with each other, and with their class as a whole. While we continue to do community building activities
each day to reinforce those feelings, we are seeing it being expressed in other ways. For example, one friend
had gotten really into her art work, and by the end of work time there were tiny paper scraps all over the
rug. When we asked if anyone would be willing to help her clean it up, the entire class jumped up and ran to
help! Another example is that the children have been leading their own large group games at recess time.
Recently they have been playing tag, red light green light, and lots of imaginary games as well. They have
learned to be inclusive and not leave others out, and many have taken responsibility in this area.
Some children have reached new milestones in Math. It can take an extended period of time for
children to master the symbols and quantities for 1-10, and they may repeatedly work on variations of that
lesson, until they have fully mastered it. However, once they do, they are introduced to the golden bead
material, which is used to teach 10, 100, 1000, and then all of the numbers in between. This month some
children were given their first introduction to those numerals, as well as the relationship between them.
Using the beautiful hands-on materials, they are shown how ten unit beads is the same as a 10 bead bar, ten
bead bars is the same as a 100 square, and ten 100 squares is the same as a 1000 cube. They are taught to
exchange one set for another, which is the first step to prepare them for dynamic addition. Some children
are almost ready for the 45 layout, which is another exciting lesson, as it gives them a very concrete
understanding of ALL of the quantities from 1-1000. These activities are important building blocks that will
help them have a stronger understanding of math for the rest of their lives!
Many of the younger children are now showing readiness for learning letter sounds. This readiness
can often take more time than we, as adults, would like it to, although the timeline is different for each
child. Once they get there, it is very exciting when they begin to learn and master works that they’ve seen
other children do so many times. If your child is not showing readiness yet, don’t worry. They will get
there… they all do!
Another area of growth is in group learning, such as Parsha. We are seeing younger children show a
stronger grasp of the Parsha concepts and stories, and more participation at line time. The best positive
feedback is when at the end of Parsha time, the children all say “Aw! That’s it? We want to hear more!” We
love to hear feedback about what they are sharing with you at home about what they are learning, so please
don’t hesitate to let us know!
Have a great Shabbos and a restful long weekend. Morahs Naomi, Julie, Frieda, Mushky, and Leah Chana
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Behaaloscha Questions- Primary
1. What is the name of this week’s Parsha? (Behaaloscha)
2. What did the Kohein light every day? (The Menorah)
3. How many steps did he have to climb to reach it? (3)
4. Which way did the flames face? (The middle)
5. How did the Jews know which way to travel, what did they follow? (The special cloud)
6. When the cloud stopped, what did that mean? (It was time to stop)
7. Even though the Jews got Mon every day, what did they ask for? (Meat)
8. Did Hashem give them meat? (Yes)
9. Who spoke Lashon Hara? (Miriam)
10. What happened to her? (She got tzaraas)
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Elementary Classroom
Dear Parents,
The last few weeks have been a pleasure. It is beautiful to see how much each and every
child has grown and developed. This year we have gone from an abridged version of davening to
davening a slightly shorter version of the adult davening you might see at a morning minyan
(obviously without the Torah reading, since we do not have a minyan). The children have gotten to
the point where they daven beautifully on their own, with minimal instruction from the morahs.
They actually daven much better if the morahs take a step back and leave the room (we are
actually watching from behind the glass...hee hee).
The children have become more independent in every aspect of our classroom. They are
remembering to do their jobs and to remind one another of the rules. Children are still very excited
about their lap book projects. We have a child that is starting an owl lap book and one that is
starting a lap book about insects. We also have a child who is working on a geology lapbook about
rocks and gems. The children have been allowed to feed Fred worms, hold her and spray her with
water. Did you know that one of the ways she drinks is through her skin?
Children continue to progress in all areas of the classroom. Many of the second year
children have worked tirelessly on their parts of speech, diagramming sentence after sentence with
symbols for nouns, verbs, articles, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns and prepositions. We will be
talking about conjunctions and exclamations next week. The Montessori Curriculum teaches these
parts of speech using pretty shapes to help remember what they are. The verb is symbolized by a
red circle (since a ball bounces...action). The noun is symbolized with a black triangle (this is like
a pyramid which is a thing that has been around for many many years...as we know).
We continue to discuss, learn about and enact respect and kindness. The children continue
to think of what they appreciate about one another and the world around them with our “Hakaras
haTov” and “Rose” we share at the end of the day.
We look forward to next week and will hopefully have a siyum for having finished
davening a whole Shmoneh Esrei last week. We hope everyone has a wonderful Shabbos and a
relaxing and meaningful Memorial Day Weekend.
Good Shabbos,
Morah Daniella, Morah Ninveh and Morah Yasmeen
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