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Dates To Remember
● Sunday, May 15- SCDS Family Day: Pizza in the Park! 3:00-5:00 PM. Please RSVP by
Wednesday, May 11.
● Monday, May 16- Parent/ Teacher Conferences, by appointment
● Sunday, May 22- Parents Night, 8:00-9:00 PM
● Monday, May 30- Memorial Day, NO SCHOOL

Thank you
● To the Bennish family (including Menachem, who also contributed), for donating a microscope to
the elementary class in honor of Menachem’s birthday.
● To the Pomerantz family for donating dry erase markers to the school.
● To the JUF, for awarding SCDS with funds for staff coaching, as well as to purchase some new
books, sensory tools, and furnishings for the peace areas.

Primary Classrooms Newsletter
Dear Parents,
It is great to be back into routine after Pesach break! We learned about Sefiras Haomer, and have been
counting together every morning at circle time. The children have been asking many questions about things they
have been hearing about, such as why we can’t listen to certain music during these weeks, so we began teaching
them about Rabbi Akiva and his 24,000 students. The focus of these stories is the importance of treating each
other with respect and kindness, even if we have different opinions or ways of doing things. This is a discussion
that is always relevant and important, and there are always more ways to discuss and practice being kind and
respectful to others. We brought in some new books on this topic, played team work games, and had each child
say something kind or complimentary about the person next to them at circle time. We find that this is a skill we
can never practice too much!
Another thing we have been discussing and learning about is the Zones of Regulation. Children that
were at SCDS last year have already learned about this, and were able to help teach it to the newer children.
This is a method of identifying the physical/ emotional state we are in, how that may be affecting our
learning/behavior, and learning tools to help us move from one zone to another when necessary. When children
can identify feelings in a concrete way, it can be a huge step towards learning to regulate themselves, or to stay
regulated. One of the tools we provide for the children in order to help them with regulation is the peace area. It
is a quiet area for one child at a time, and they have various items available to them that they can use to calm
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their body down, such as fidgets, sand timers, and pop-its. This week we worked on revamping those spaces, to
make sure they contain tools that will be beneficial to the children in this regard.
Children have been reaching some exciting milestones in language this week! Sometimes it feels to a
child that they have been working in a specific box in language for quite some time, whether it’s because the
new skill that they are learning is a big step from the one in the previous box, because they were out of school
for a while, or other factors. One day, they take out the same box, do the required activity, and are told by the
teacher that they have officially mastered that box. The joy on their face at that moment is indescribable! They
will rush to share this moment with the other teachers or students in their class, and can not wait to get a lesson
in the next box so that they can master the next skill. What a rewarding way to learn!
We are continuing to work with all of the children on their fine motor skills, coordination, concentration,
and independence. In the Lilac class, children have been delving into Sensorial work, learning extensions and
variations to activities, as well as coming up with their own creative ways to use the materials. In the Daisy
class, children have been really interested in the cleaning activities available to them, and are enjoying
scrubbing the tables, chairs, and floor as much as possible, as well as dusting shelves and wiping the easel until
it sparkles.
We wish you a wonderful Shabbos and an enjoyable weekend.
Morahs Mushky, Julie, Hadasah, Shira, and Naomi
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Elementary Newsletter
Wow! Another 2 weeks have gone by… can you believe it has already been that long since Pesach? We
are in the “home stretch” and the children are gearing up for summer. The excitement is in the air and the
children are working hard. At this point of the year much of the goings on are like clockwork. Everyone knows
the expectations and what they need to be doing. The children are well versed in the routines and able to
navigate their work plans and classroom rules well. Children are working to help one another succeed and the
students are able to, for the most part, ask for what they need.
In our Judaic studies the children are moving ahead at an exciting pace. Many of our older children
discovered that they have now acquired enough skills to be able to read through a passuk in chumash that they
have not learned before, and decipher much of it on their own! They have learned where to start and stop
reading, how to locate and translate many prefixes and suffixes, and how to recognize and translate most of the
words! This was an exciting and empowering discovery, and they are now more motivated to continue
exercising and honing these skills. The younger children continue to grow their knowledge of prefixes, suffixes
and vocabulary to eventually be able to do the same. We have a number of friends who are ready for a siyum for
learning the translation of a whole perek. This week we celebrated 2 siyumim, one for finishing the kriya boxes
and one for finishing a perek of chumash.
In language arts, the younger children have been working on their parts of speech and parsing skills
while the older children have been honing their sentence and paragraph writing skills. In math, the children
have been working on their equations as well as steaming full speed ahead on math fact memorization. The
plus, minus and multiplication snake games have been a hot commodity as of late in our classroom. In science
we are planting Bonsai trees and learning about the needs of the plant. Morah Anna is having the children
observe the growth of the trees and they will be documenting their findings as they go. We are planning a trip to
the Botanic Gardens for Lag BaOmer and these lessons will help the children be more keen observers as we
walk through the beautiful grounds of the facility.
We continue to work on our interpersonal skills and on our kindness and respect for ourselves, the
people around us and the environment around us. The children are aware of others’ feelings and needs and
should continue their good work in this regard throughout the summer. Parent/teacher conferences are coming
up and we would like to remind everyone to sign up. We want to share with you the progress your child/ren has
made. The children work hard and knowing what they are doing will help you connect with them about work
they are so proud of. Discussing the work you know they have done will help them remember that this work is
important for their life, not just in school. We look forward to meeting with you and hearing how things are
going at home with the students as well.
We wish everyone a peaceful weekend and a restful Shabbos and look forward to next week and all the
interesting and wondrous things we will learn and discover. -Morah Daniella, Morah Mushky, Morah Geula and
Morah Anna
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